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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14
HARVEST WALK/RUN
Ogdensburg –  Annual Harvest
Walk/Run to be held.
Date: Oct. 5
Time: Registration 12 p.m.; Walk , 1 p.m.
Place: Dobisky Center
Features: Sponsor sheets available at

Catholic Charities, 716 Caroline St,  or the
Neighborhood Center/City Hall
Contact: 315-393-2255

MUSICAL PARISH MISSION
Potsdam/Colton- St. Patrick’s Church in
Colton and St. Mary’s Church in Potsdam
will be hosting a 3-day mission with the
theme “Come closer to a loving God.”
Dates: Oct. 6-8
Schedule:  9 a.m. and St. Patrick’s; 6:30

p.m. at St. Mary’s.
Features: Donna Cori Gibson, a Catholic
singer and evangelist, will lead the con-
cert series. She has been sharing her
songs, sung prayers and meditations for
18 years in Catholic churches, prayer
groups and on TV. Free music downloads,
samples and videos are available at
www.DonnaCoriGibson.com

RUMMAGE SALE
Canton – St. Mary’s School is having a
rummage sale.
Schedule: Oct. 10, at 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.,

and Bag Sale, Oct. 11, at 8 a.m. to 11

CABBAGE ROLL SALE
Norwood - The Norwood Knights of
Columbus Council 2309 will be having a
cabbage roll sale (take-out only).
Date: Sept. 20
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Place: St. Andrew’s Church Hall
Cost: $3 each
Contact: Pre-sale orders 353-2796 (Jim

Murray) or 353-8821 (Mark Tebo) or 353
9917 (Phil Regan)  

RUMMAGE SALE
Norfolk – Rummage sale to be held to
benefit Altar Rosary Society.
Date: Sept. 25 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sept. 26

9 a.m. to noon
Place: Church of the Visitation in parish

center behind church

LEADERSHIP WEEKEND
Saranac Lake -The annual leadership
weekend for high schoolers is set

Date: Oct. 3-5                        
Place: Guggenheim
Cost: $40
Features: The weekend will consist of

leadership building and helping teens to
take active roles in their parishes.
Contact: Deacon Brian Dwyer at bd-

wyer@rcdony.org or visit
www.rcdony.org/Youth

RELIGIOUS JUBILEE
Ogdensburg - The Diocese of Ogdens-
burg invite you to participate in a Eu-
charistic Celebration of the Diocesan
Jubilee 2014 & Opening Event for Year of
Consecrated Life.
Date: Oct. 12
Time: 2 p.m.
Place: St. Mary’s Cathedral
Features: Bishop Terry R. LaValley will

be the celebrant.  Reception in Brzana
Hall.

CATHOLIC SCOUT RETREAT
Malone – Scouts and scouters  of all
faiths are invited to the Catholic Scout
Retreat.
Date: Oct. 19
Schedule: 9 a.m., Retreat at Holy Family

School; 11 a.m., Mass at Notre Dame
Church
Features: Learn the skills of the game

from an Olympic Curling Coach on Oct.
18 and on Oct. 19 work on a community
service project, explore the type of voca-
tions people can live their faith through,
meals are provided with a patch for the
registration fee.  It is possible to camp
out on October 18th  – tentatively Jam-
boree on the Air, group Rosary, and a
Campfire program will be provided.
Contact: Scott Quinell at 315-261-4154

or quinells@canton.edu.

MARRIAGE JUBILEE
Ogdensburg – Diocesan Celebration of
Marriage, “A time to gather and cele-
brate marriage with Bishop Terry R.
LaValley”.
Date: Sept. 21
Time: 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 
Place: St. Mary’s Cathedral
Features: All couples and their families

are welcome.

HARVEST MASS
Mooers Forks – Bishop Terry R. LaValley
invites you to join him for our annual
Harvest Mass of Thanksgiving.
Date: Sept. 28
Time: 2 p.m.
Place: St. Ann’s Church
Features: Dedicated to farmers, their

families  and their co-workers

ST. LAWRENCE

DIOCESAN EVENTS

Around

The St. James/St. Ann's "Third Annual Summer Heat" tournament took place July 26
as72 golfers played the Lake Pleasant Golf Course.The event raised $4400 to benefit
residents in the Piseco, Speculator, Lake Pleasant and Wells communities in need of as-
sistance with heating expenses this winter.  Last year's event helped 13 families. The
winning team was Kristy and Willie Wilt, Mike O'Rourke, and Ed Merando., shown
above. The tournament sponsors wereJ & R Eldredge, Alicia C. Miller Real Estate, Specu-
lator Spirits, Inc, G.A Bove Fuels, The Inn at Speculator, Northway Golf Center, and Steet
Toyota. Ayone interested in making a contribution to this event can mail checks to the
St. James Rectory, PO Box 214, Speculator, NY.  , 12164. To recommend  a friend or
neighbor in need of assistance, contact Father Sony Pulickal at the St. James Rectory,
518-548-6275.
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Changes in
Faith
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Religious
Jubilee Oct. 12

To be beatified
on Oct. 19

‘WE ARE PRAYING FOR YOU’

MEET THE NEW FAMILY LIFE DIRECTOR: Steve Tartaglia settling in new job.... p. 8

Christians called to give

CNS PHOTO/GIANCARLO GIULIANI ,
CATHOLIC PRESS PHOTO)
Pope Paul VI greets the crowd as he
visits the parish of Jesus the Divine
Master in Rome April 2, 1972. Pope
Francis will beatify Pope Paul Oct. 19
during the closing Mass of the ex-
traordinary Synod of Bishops on the
Family. 

Fourth through sixth grade students at Trinity Catholic School in Massena sent prayers to their sister diocesan school, St. Mary’s
in Ticonderoga, after the school burned earlier this month.  The group posted this picture on Facebook to help their friends
know they were being thought about during their time of suffering. This week’s NCC features reflections on the fire and its af-
termath by Bishop LaValley and Father William Muench, a former pastor.

This year’s celebration marks the

opening of diocesan observance

of the Year of Consecrated Life

Bishop Terry R. LaValley
has approved changes in the
diocesan Department of
Christian Formation which
will have a new name. The
diocesan office will now be
known as the Department of
Faith Formation.
The bishop has also ap-

proved the change from
three regions for Christian
Formation to two. The east-
ern region will include Clin-
ton, Essex, Franklin and
Adirondack Deaneries. The
western region will include
St. Lawrence, Jefferson,
Lewis, and Hamilton-
Herkimer Deaneries.

FULL STORY, PAGE 5

FULL STORY, PAGE 3

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - Christians are
called to help those who
have nothing to give and
love those who don't love
back, Pope Francis said. 
Salvation and changing the

world for the better require
"doing good to those who
aren't able to repay us, just

like the Father did with us,
giving us Jesus," the pope
said at his weekly general au-
dience in St. Peter's Square
Sept 10. 
"How much have we paid

for our redemption? Nothing!
It was all free! So do good
without expecting something

in return. Just as the father
did with us, we have to do
the same, he said. 
“Do good and keep going!

It's not enough to love the
one who loves us. It's not
enough to do good to those
who help us." People are
called not to be self-centered,

but to model themselves
after Jesus' gratuitous love,
he said. 
The pope continued a se-

ries of talks on the nature of
the Catholic Church, focus-
ing on "the church as a
mother who teaches us the
works of mercy." 
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OBITUARIES
Champlain – Robert Hoyle Favro Sr., 82;
Funeral Services Sept. 6, 2014 at St.
Mary’s Church; burial in parish cemetery.

Croghan - Eugene P. Demo, 81; Funeral
Services Sept. 8, 2014 a St. Stephen's
Church; burial in St. Stephen's Cemetery.

Dannemora – Rita Gregory Buckley, 84;
Funeral 
Sept. 8, 2014 at St. Joseph’s Church; bur-
ial in parish cemetery.

Hogansburg - John A. "Sweets" Thomp-
son, 51; Funeral Services Sept. 10, 2014 at
St. Regis Church.

Louisville - Marie Olivine “Ollie” (Paige)
St. Thomas, 86; Funeral Services Sept. 15,
2014 at St. Lawrence Church; burial in
parish cemetery.

Malone – Madeline (LaRocque) Burton,
94; Funeral Services Sept. 19, 2014 at St.
Joseph’s Church; burial in Notre Dame
Cemetery.

Mineville – Helen A. (Zelinski) Harvish,
93; Funeral Services Sept. 10, 2014 at All
Saints Church.

Ogdensburg - Lawrence "Larry" Denny,
84; Funeral Services Sept. 8, 2014 at
Notre Dame Church; burial in Foxwood
Memorial Park.

Ogdensburg - John Clark Sansoucy, 79;
Funeral Services Sept. 9, 2014 at St.
Mary's Cathedral; burial in St. Mary's
Cemetery.

Ogdensburg - Chester E. Spaman, 89; Fu-
neral Services Sept. 8, 2014 at Notre
Dame Church; burial in Foxwood Memo-
rial Park.

Peru – Ruth Mary (Jones) Dumas, 77; Fu-
neral Services Sept. 13, 2014 at St. Au-
gustine’s Church.

Plattsburgh – Maria Ann Judge, 65; Fu-

neral Services Sept. 11, 2014 at St. Peter’s
Church; burial in Mt. Carmel Cemetery.

Plattsburgh – Jeannette A. (Rabideau)
Reeves, 92; Funeral Services Sept. 14,
2014 at St. John’s Church; burial in Mt.
Carmel Cemetery.

Potsdam - June (Barnum) Broughton, 89;
Funeral  Sept. 10, 2014 at St. Mary's
Church; burial in St. Mary's Cemetery.

Potsdam - J. Conrad "Con" Elliott, 85; Fu-
neral Services Sept. 9, 2014 at St. Mary's
Church.

Star Lake - William E. LaTray, Sr., 79; Fu-
neral Services Sept. 11, 2014 at St. Hu-
bert's Church; burial in St. Hubert's
Cemetery.

Ticonderoga – Ronald Lloyd Hughes, 75;
Funeral Services Sept. 13, 2014 at St.
Mary’s Church; burial in Valley View

Cemetery.

Watertown - Carmen R. "Toot" Carbone,
89; Funeral Services Sept. 22, 2014 at St.
Anthony's Church; burial in Glenwood
Mausoleum.

Watertown - Mary Margaret Burns Kelly,
88; Funeral Sept. 8, 2014 at Holy Family
Church; burial in Glenwood Cemetery.

The Pontifical Mission Societies of the
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sr. Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
mbrett@rcdony.org

By Molly Ryan
Diocesan Mission Office

Words you maybe cannot bear to hear.  The words we
sometimes do not want to hear – that summer is over and
Fall is here.  But as with all things, they do come to an end.
Some feel that Fall brings many wonderful things to us all:
the harvest, colorful leaves in the Adirondacks and pump-
kins to be carved.  From our standpoint in the Society for
the Propagation of the faith, the fall brings us our special
day: World Mission Sunday.  
World Mission Sunday, organized by the Propagation of

the Faith, is a day set aside for Catholics worldwide to
recommit themselves to the Church's missionary activity
through prayer and sacrifice. In 2014, World Mission Sun-
day is celebrated on October 19th.  World Mission Sunday is
a national collection conducted in every church each Octo-
ber.  Here is where World Mission Sunday helps out:  with
the growing number of new dioceses forming in the Mission
lands, with the new seminaries opening where growing
numbers of young men hearing Christ's call,  in areas dev-
astated by war or disaster being rebuilt, and areas formerly
oppressed that are now able to hear the message of Christ ‘s
Church.  This is why the involvement and commitment of
Catholics from around the world is so urgently needed.
So remember as we head into the season of Fall, that it’s a

part of the cycle of life.  Winter will come and it will be cold
and snowy.  With winter, comes the joy and beauty of the
season of Advent and Christmas.  And before you know it,
spring will lead to more lazy days of summer once again.
Until then, there is much work to be done, much prayer and
sacrifice to be made and mostly, much gratitude to be
shown to our Lord.  The Mission World needs our help to
get them through their developing years that lie ahead.
Please keep the Mission World in your prayers.  There is so
much bad news from there lately.  God Bless!

What Fall brings

Please remember “The Society for the Propagation of the Faith”
when writing or changing your Will.
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When Sister Ellen Rose
Coughlin, the diocesan super-
intendent of schools, arrived in
Ticonderoga less than
24 hours after fire de-
stroyed the village’s
beloved Catholic
school, she came upon
a crime scene. 
Investigators from as

far as Albany were
working hard to deter-
mine exactly what had
happened.
Over the next couple

of days, the scene be-
came one of determina-
tion and hope. 
Father Kevin McEwan,

the pastor; and Sister Sharon
Anne Dalton, the principal,
were already looking ahead to
the future, committed to get-
ting their students back to

school as safely and as quickly
as possible.
They didn’t have to ask for

help before it came
flooding in – truckloads
of supplies from Seton
Catholic in Plattsburgh,
classroom space from
the Methodists, volun-
teers from every corner
of Ticonderoga,
prayers, money and of-
fers of assistance from
places near and far.
A week after the

tragedy, teachers were
setting up their class-
rooms – at the First
United Methodist

Church for pre-k through
fourth grade and in the base-
ment of St. Mary’s Church for
grades five through eight. 
We can only imagine the

heartache these teachers have
been experiencing over the
past week and a half. They had
to wonder if all the dreams
they had had for their students
for the coming school year
went up in smoke right along
with the building.
Sister Ellen Rose came back

to Ogdensburg with an eyewit-
ness report of the amazing
work that had been accom-
plished to create nine func-
tional classrooms in just a
couple of days.
With support from hundreds

of volunteers, the children of
St. Mary’s were back at new
desks this past Monday.
With prayers from us all,

they will each move through a
successful year of learning.
During the days that Sister

Ellen Rose spent in Ticon-

deroga she took photographs
that provide an illustration of
what the parishioners of St.
Mary’s have been experiencing:
the charred remains of three
classrooms and a principal’s of-
fice, the work of the volunteers
and the smiling faces of chil-
dren who gathered for a spe-
cial Mass last weekend.
But, one special picture told

the story of St. Mary’s School in
just a couple of words. At the
entrance of the school was a
message of welcome: When
you Enter this Loving school,
Consider yourself One of the
Members of an Extraordinary
family.
I’m sure this was true on the

first day of the school year and
I’m absolutely positive that it
was true on the second first
day of the year!

“Blessed are the meek, for
they will inherit the land.”
Jesus blesses the meek and

says the way to happiness is
meekness.  Actually, this will
seem rather curious to many.
In our day, the idea of meek-
ness seems to be a bit nega-
tive.  We live in a very violent
time.  Today, there are wars –
too many wars throughout our
world.  War is about being
bold, aggressive and violent,
not being meek.
I remember only too well as a

youth that sports were an im-
portant part of my life.  I was
taught to be challenging and
courageous, certainly, not to be
meek.  
Then I discovered Jesus

teaching that those who were
searching for holiness and hap-
piness should be meek.
So, what is Jesus talking

about?  What is this meekness?
Meekness is being humble, pa-
tient, even docile – even in the
face of provocation from oth-
ers.  The best model and exam-
ple of this meekness is Jesus,
himself.  Jesus came to this
earth to be one of us to teach
us of God’s great love for us, to
lead us to live in the spirit of

that love.  For us, the two great
commandments are to love
God above all things and love
our neighbor as oneself.
To demonstrate God’s great

love for us, Jesus lived among
us, suffered for us and died for
us on the cross.  Jesus ac-
cepted these sufferings and
torturous death meekly.  He
did not react with violence; he
went to the cross humbly and
meekly.  As followers of Jesus,
we have not forgotten the
meekness of Jesus.  His exam-
ple, his meekness at his cruci-
fixion, his message has
profoundly influenced this
whole world of ours.
The interesting thing is how

much the meek have pro-
foundly influenced so much of
the world.  This world has been
led so often and so well by the
meek and the non-violent who
have showed that there is a

better way.  I am thinking of
forceful leaders like Ghandi
and Martin Luther King, Jr., and
I would like to add Pope John
XXIII, who quietly and calmly
touched so many. 
I would also like to add an

example I recognized recently.
Last week I visited Ticon-

deroga to see the damage
caused by the fire at St. Mary’s
School.  Immediately, I noticed
the activity of the teachers and
the parents of the students, as
well as numerous volunteers,
all under the direction of Sister
Sharon and Father McEwan.
They were working together to
prepare the places for class-
rooms to replace the ruined
ones.  Their spirt was very evi-
dent – lots of life and spirit.
I remember well that there

was no anger, no negativity, no
mulling over the unhappy de-
tails of the night of the fire.
There was instead a humble ac-
ceptance, a meek readiness
that said “we have a task and it
has to be done now.”  
And the spirit was conta-

gious. Each new volunteer
seemed to catch it.
I have seen this kind of

meekness often.  Remember

the definition: meekness is pa-
tience and docility in the face
of provocation.  I have found
this quality in many wonderful
people in the parishes where I
was assigned.  When there was
a problem, a challenge, even a
tragedy, the ones who were
best to turn to were the
“meek.”  
They responded with pa-

tience and calmly solved the
situation.  There was a
strength in their meekness.
Jesus says the meek will in-

herit the land.  They are the
ones who know how to make
this world a better place.
I must admit that being a

meek person is not easy.  Too
many times I have found my-
self react to a situation with
anger; I want to say something
that would hurt.  Every time
that I took recourse to this
anger I ended up hurting my-
self and hurting others.  
So, how to develop this Jesus

like quality of meekness?
There is no doubt that it must
be through prayer. Only
through prayer will we be
united in spirit and love with
our Savior, Jesus and discover
his loving way of meekness.  
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FOLLOW ME

On Sunday, September
7th, I visited St. Mary’s in
Ticonderoga to offer prayers
and support in light of the
recent fire at the school.  
When I saw the

charred structure,
my heart sank.  I
was greeted by
some parents and
youth who, under
the clear, blue sky,
were cleaning the
soot off student
desks.  
Father Kevin McE-

wan and Sister
Sharon Dalton, SSJ
were over at the
United Methodist
Church with teach-
ers and Education Council
members determining
whether their facilities
would work as interim class-
rooms.  The parish secre-
tary led me over to the
Methodist Church. 
When I arrived, I entered

an environment where I ex-
perienced, first hand, the
lifeline of St. Mary’s School:
love and care flowing from
tender hearts.  
With the blurred vision of

tear-filled eyes, teachers,
students, parents, friends,

staff, Education Council
members, pastor, Sisters all
came together to plan for
tomorrow.  
You remember that St.

Paul used the beau-
tiful image of the
body when referring
to Jesus’ followers.
When one member
of the body suffers,
the whole body suf-
fers.  This image
was a reality unfold-
ing before my eyes.
The United

Methodist Church
of Ticonderoga
made their facilities
available to St.
Mary’s.  They, also,

held a spaghetti dinner that
very evening to benefit the
school.  I learned that an-
other organization was of-
fering chicken wings for
lunch on Sunday with the
proceeds going to the
school.  
Since that day many,

many other acts of kindness
and generosity have been
offered.
I met the Superintendent

of the local public school, a
graduate of St. Mary’s, who
was working to ensure that

the busses would run
smoothly for the students at
this new temporary loca-
tion.
Parents arrived, asking

Father Kevin where they
could place their boxes of
school supplies that they
purchased for the students. 

Courageous, determined
hearts have been kindled to
move forward, one step at a
time, to ensure that our 

children will continue to be
formed in a faith-filled 
setting in Ticonderoga.

Other Sisters of St. Joseph
came to offer their personal
support to Sister Sharon.
Sister Ellen Rose Coughlin,
SSJ, Diocesan Director of
Catholic Education had ar-
rived Saturday, providing
assistance to the school
family.  
Other schools offered to

send textbooks and other
items for the classrooms. 
Monday morning, Jack

Carter, our Diocesan Risk
Manager was on the scene
to begin assessing the dam-

age and consider insurance
questions. 
On Tuesday, Father Kevin

told me: “we have thirty to
forty volunteers who are
doing amazing work” get-
ting the classrooms ready
for the students. It seemed
that the whole community
and beyond was engaged in
supporting St. Mary’s School
at this moment of crisis.  
Under the steady leader-

ship of Father Kevin and Sis-
ter Sharon, the Spirit of God
has been enlivened.  
The fire has not disabled

or deterred the People of
God in Ticonderoga and be-
yond from supporting one
another.  Surely, hearts have
been wounded, but not bro-
ken.  Courageous, deter-
mined hearts have been
kindled to move forward,

one step at a time, to ensure
that our children will con-
tinue to be formed in a
faith-filled setting in Ticon-
deroga.  What a remarkable
witness of loving support
and courageous resolve!  
The members of the Body

of Christ are energized and
engaged, showing us all
what it means to be
“church.” The entire Church
of the North Country ex-
presses our sorrow and soli-
darity with all the folks at
St. Mary’s.  
As a family of faith, we

rely on Jesus’ healing Pres-
ence in the midst of such
heartache.  
Let us all pray that Mary,

the Mother of God and our
mother, will keep all the
people at St. Mary’s in her
tender embrace.

Loving support... courageous resolve

Bishop
Terry R.
LaValley

OGDENSBURG – Bishop Terry R.
LaValley will preside at the
annual diocesan Religious
Jubilee Oct. 12 at 2 p.m. at St.
Mary’s Cathedral.
The jubilee will mark the

opening of the diocesan ob-
servance of the Year of Con-
secrated Life established by
Pope Francis. 
The pope will open the in-

ternational observance on
the first Sunday of Advent
2014 and close it on the
World Day of Consecrated
Life Feb. 2, 2016.
Among the eight jubilari-

ans to be honored Oct. 12 is
Sister Agnes Racette, a Sister
of Charity of St. Louis, who is
observing her 75th year of
religious life. 
A native of Redford, Sister

Agnes now lives at the Ever-
green Nursing Home in
Plattsburgh.
Seven Sisters of St. Joseph

are also observing significant
anniversaries in 2014. 
Sister Mary Christine Tay-

lor, celebrating 65 years of
religious life, continues to
minister on the Akwesasne
Reservation as she has for 42
years.
Sister James Marie Kelly, a

60 year jubilarian, serves as
a junior high religion teacher
at Immaculate Heart Central
School in Watertown.
Five more Sisters of St.

Joseph are celebrating 50
years of religious life:
• Sister Mary Annunciata

Collins, principal of Augus-
tinian Academy in Carthage

• Sister Yvonne Therese
Cusson, parish assistant at
the Catholic Community of
Holy Name and St. Matthew
in AuSable Forks.
• Sister Mary Helen Her-

mann, principal of Seton
Academy in Plattsburgh
• Sister Mary Eamon Lyng,

the major superior of the Sis-
ters of St. Joseph
• Sister Maureen Sweeney,

a native of Ireland who now
serves as pastoral associate
at St. Mary’s and St. Joseph’s
Church in Massena.
Complete biographies of

the jubilarians will appear in
upcoming issues of the
North Country Catholic.
A reception in the Brzana

Hall will follow the Jubilee
Mass.

Religious Jubilee set Oct. 12
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OLA RETREAT
Ellenburg Center – Our Lady of the
Adirondacks House of Prayer to have a
retreat.
Date: Sept. 20
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Speaker: Fr. Jack Downs
Cost: Suggested donation $20
Features: Begin with Mass followed by
talks on suffering, loss, accident, catas-
trophe, and natural disaster.  Lunch.
Contact: RSVP to
olaprayerhouse@gmail.com or 518-594-
3253 by 9/15.  

PARISH MISSION
Lake Placid - St. Agnes in Lake Placid and
St. Brendan's in Keene will be hosting
the renowned Redemptorist preacher Fr.
Eugene O'Reilly.
Date: Sept. 21 to 24
Time: 7 p.m. each night
Place: St. Agnes Church

MOUNTAIN CLIMB AND MASS
Cascade Lakes –St. Agnes and St. Bren-
dan’s will be sponsoring a Mountain
Climb and Mass.
Date: Sept. 28
Time: 11:30 a.m.
Place: Owl’s Head on Route 73
Features: Bring a lunch.

AUTUMN RETREAT
Saranac Lake – An autumn 24 hour re-
treat for adults to be held.
Date: Sept. 19 – 20
Time: 6 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Place: Guggenheim Lodge
Cost: $75 (Limit to 10 participants)
Features: Retreat will include presenta-
tions by Paul Gibaldi, wilderness guide & 
nature  photographer ,and Sister
Bethany Fitzgerald, SSJ,  nature hike in
Lake Placid area, with time for  reflec-
tion, group  prayer,  Father Paul Kelly will
offer Mass on Sat. afternoon.
Contact: Sister Bethany Fitzgerald, SSJ
at srbethssj@gmail.com. or 315-212-
6592.

HARVEST DINNER
Chazy – Sacred Heart Church to have
their Annual Harvest Dinner.
Date: Sept. 28
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Cost: Adults, $9; Children 6-12, $3; 5 and
under, Free; Take-out $9
Features: Chicken and Biscuit dinner
buffet style.  Raffle with dozens of prizes.
Sinners’ Den Pantry.

CDA MEMORIAL MASS
Dannemora - The annual Diocese of Og-
densburg CDA Past Regents Chapter Me-
morial Mass for Deceased CDA Members
and luncheon to be held.
Date: Oct. 4
Time: Mass will begin at 10:30 a.m.;
Roast pork dinner will follow
Place: St. Joseph’s Church
Cost: $14 per person for meal
Features: Bishop LaValley as chief cele-
brant. This event is open to all area
clergy, court chaplains, seminarians, CDA
members and guests-not only past re-
gents. CDA officers are asked to bring
their robes and the Education building
adjacent to the church will be open for
robing for CDA and K of C.  
Contact: Reservations need to be made
with Anna Lucia by Sept 24th by calling
492-7246 or email lmudduck@aol.com.

WALK OF FAITH
Peru - The Catholic Community of St. Au-
gustine’s and St. Patrick’s Parish, The Peru
Community Church, Catholic Daughters
of the Americas, Court St. Monica 2598
and Knights of Columbus Council 7273
are holding the 8th annual Walk of Faith
and Pulled Pork dinner.
Date: Oct. 12
Time: Early registration begins at 11:45
a.m.  Opening Ceremony begins at 12:30
PM.; Pulled Pork dinner, 12:20 p.m. to 3
Place: Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine be-
hind St. Augustine’s Church.
Cost: The walk is free, donations ac-
cepted.  Pulled pork dinner, Non walkers,
$8; Walkers, $6; Children under 12 non
walkers, $4, walkers, $3

Features: Proceeds from this event will
go The North Country Mission of Hope
and The Jamaica Project.
Contact: Christa Reyell at 566-6404

TENT SALE
Peru – St. Vincent de Paul will hold a
tent sale of fall and winter clothing.
Schedule:Sept. 18, 7 p.m. to 9; Sept. 20
to 21, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Contact:  Jean Ryan at 518-643-9386 

HARVEST DINNER
Elizabethtown – St. Elizabeth’s will have
a harvest dinner featuring roast beef.
Date: Oct. 5
Time: 2 p.m. to 6
Place: Parish Hall
Cost: Adults, $9; Children 5-12, $5;
under 5, Free

SQUARE DANCE CLUB
Brushton – The Square ‘M Up Modern
Square Dance Club invites dancers
Date: Sept. 15
Time: 6:30 p.m. to 8
Place: St. Mary’s Parish Center.
Features: All ages, Couples & Singles,
Beginners & Experienced.   
Contacts: 518-529-7726 or 315-250-
1904 

FALL FESTIVAL
Bombay – St. Joseph’s will be having
their 23rd annual fall festival dinner.
Date: Oct. 5
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Place: Parish Hall

Cost: Adults, $9; Children under 12, $4;
under 5, Free
Features: Baked ham and sides.  Take-
outs available.

ROSARY CRUSADE
Malone –  The 2014 Public Square
Rosary Crusade has been planned.
Date: Oct. 11
Time: Noon
Place: St. Joseph’s Church
Features: America is at a historic cross-
road. Secularists are trying to push God
from the public square.  They reject His
beneficial action upon society.  But with-
out God, where will our leaders get the
wisdom to solve the great problems we
face?  We must stop the secularist ad-
vance and pray to God for help.  He will
hear us if we pray through the interces-
sion of His Blessed Mother.  
Contact: Elaine McGivney at 518-529-

6133

HAM DINNER
Constable – The Catholic Community of
Constable, Westville and Trout River are
planning a ham dinner
Date: Sept. 20
Time: 4 p.m. to 7
Place: St. Francis Church
Cost: Adults, $10; age 12 and under, $5

SPAGHETTI SUPPER
Watertown – The Altar Rosary Society
will be having a spaghetti supper.
Date: Sept. 25
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 7 
Place: St. Anthony’s, Msgr. Sechi Hall
Cost: Adults, $8; Children, $4.50; under
3, Free; Sauce, $5 per quart; Meatballs,
$.75 each
Features: Take-outs begin at 4 p.m.,
please bring your own containers

BEREAVEMENT MEETING
Watertown – There will be a bereave-
ment meeting.
Date: Sept. 22
Time: 7 p.m. 
Place: Hearthside Hospitality Center at
the Sisters of St. Joseph
Speaker: Mr. Derek Mattarn, Bereave-
ment Coordinator/Councilor at Hospice
of Jefferson County. His topic will be
"Coping Skills for Dealing with Grief".

HOLY HOUR
Henderson – A parish holy hour is set
Date: Sept. 25 
Time: 5: 30
Place: Queen of Heaven Church

SPAGHETTI DINNER
Lyons Falls – Spaghetti dinner to be held
to benefit St. John’s fuel fund.
Date: Sept. 16
Time: 5 p.m.
Place: St. John’s Church Hall
Cost: $8; Adults, $4; under 5, Free
Contact: Take-outs available by calling
348-6738

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Lowville – Lewis Eucharistic Adoration
to be held.
Date: Sept. 18
Time: 3 p.m. to 6
Place: St. Peter’s Church
Features:   Exposition, the Divine Mercy
Chaplet, silent adoration (3:30 p.m. to
5:30), the Luminous Mysteries of the
Holy Rosary, and the Benediction.

TURKEY DINNER
Copenhagen – St. Mary’s Parish will hold
its annual Turkey Dinner.
Place:  Fire Hall – Copenhagen
Date: Oct. 2
Time: 4:30 p.m.
Cost: Adults & all take outs $8: Children
6-12 $4.50: Children 5 & under free
Features:  Bazaar, Bake Sale & Raffle 

LASAGNA DINNER
Heuvelton – The annual St. Raphael’s
Lasagna Dinner to be held.
Date: Sept. 24
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 7
Place: Heuvelton Central School
Cost: Adults, $7; Senior Citizens (over 65),
$6; Children 6-12, $5; under 6, Free
Features: Proceeds from the meal will
be donated to a charitable purpose.
Lasagna is prepared by Theresa Smith’s
Culinary Arts Class. Take-outs will be
available.  Please call St. Raphael’s Rec-
tory at 344-2383 on Sept. 24 between
noon and 3 p.m. for your takeout order.

LIFECHAIN IN POTSDAM
Potsdam– Lifechain to be held.
Date: Oct. 5
Time: 2 p.m. to 3:30 (gather at 1:45 in
the parking lot across from the Roxy
Theater to pick up signs)
Place: Market & Main Streets
Features: You'll be a light in a darkened
world as you help put an end to abortion
through prayer!  Rain or shine!
Contact: Dan Paladin & Chris LaRose
daniel.paladin@gmail.com
clarose@twcny.rr.com

CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE

The North County Catholicwelcomes contributions to “Around the Diocese”. 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669; fax, 1-866-314-7296;
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.

Items must be received in the NCCoffice by the Thursday before publication.
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By Joseph McAleer 
Catholic News Service 

Flipper's cousin is making
waves again in "Dolphin Tale
2" (Warner Bros.), the dra-
matic follow-up to the 2011
film about the marine mam-
mal with the prosthetic tail. 
Charles Martin Smith re-

turns to direct this family-
friendly film about Winter,
whose real-life triumph over
disability has made her a
symbol of hope to young
and old around the world. 
Winter, for the unfamiliar,

washed up on a Florida
beach, tangled in a fishing
trap. Discovered by young
Sawyer (Nathan Gamble), the
female dolphin was brought
to the Clearwater Marine
Aquarium. Doctors there
were forced to amputate her
severely injured tail, but
Winter was fitted with a
space-age prosthetic, a first. 
We pick up the story a few

years later, and Winter is the
star attraction at Clearwater,
where Sawyer -- now in his
teens -- is a volunteer guide,
along with his pal, Hazel
(Cozi Zuehlsdorff). 

Hazel's dad, Clay (Harry
Connick Jr.), runs the aquar-
ium which is expanding by
leaps and bounds. As such,
he is under heavy pressure
from investors to keep Win-
ter happy and healthy. 
That's easier said than

done. Winter's surrogate
mother, the elderly dolphin
Panama, has died (a fleeting
scene that may upset young
viewers). By law, dolphins in
captivity must live in pairs,
as they crave companion-
ship and social interaction
in the water. 
Spare dolphins are hard to

come by, and without a re-
placement -- and fast -- the
authorities will step in and
transfer Winter to another
aquarium. Winter, moreover,
is in a funk and refusing to
perform, to the dismay of
paying customers. 
Clay must rally the troops,

including his grizzled fa-
ther, Reed (Kris Kristoffer-
son); Sawyer's spunky
mother, Lorraine (Ashley
Judd); and the avuncular Dr.
Cameron McCarthy (Morgan
Freeman), who designed
Winter's new tail. 
Even champion surfer

Bethany Hamilton drops by

to help. Hamilton, who lost
an arm to a shark, was the
subject of another inspira-
tional water-based film,
2011's "Soul Surfer." 
Overall, it's a whale of a

tail - make that, tale - with a
sweet side story of puppy
love, as Hazel admires the
clueless Sawyer, preoccu-
pied by the plight of his
aquatic pal. 
"Dolphin Tale 2" is that

rare Hollywood film: whole-
some and fun for all ages,
with nice messages about
family, responsibility, and
perseverance. 
The Catholic News Service

classification is A-I -- general
patronage. The Motion Pic-
ture Association of America
rating is PG -- parental guid-
ance suggested. Some mate-
rial may not be suitable for
children. 

S E P T .  1 7 ,  2 0 1 4
N O R T H  C O U N T R Y  C A T H O L I C entertainment 13

AT THE MOVIES

DOLPHIN TALE 2

CNS PHOTO/WARNER BROS.
Cozi Zuehlsdorff, Harry Connick Jr. and Morgan Freeman star in a scene from the movie
"Dolphin Tale 2." 
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By Father William Muench
NCC columnist

“It is so terrible; I can’t be-
lieve that this happened.”

“What can I do to help;
what do you need; can I
make a donation.”

“St. Mary’s is such a great
school; St. Mary’s School is
an important part of our
community.”

As you know, late on a re-
cent Friday night there was
a devastating fire at St.
Mary’s School in Ticon-
deroga.  The fire left St.
Mary’s School a complete
wreck; very little can be
saved.  I traveled up to visit
the sight and it was heart-
breaking. 
I felt so badly for Sister

Sharon Dalton, who has
been principal at St. Mary’s
for 30 years.  In many ways,
it was her building – she
had watched so many
young people move from
Kindergarten to 8th grade.
She had watched as they
moved on to Ticonderoga
High School and had to be
proud as they reached grad-
uation and moved on to col-
lege.  Obviously, the
important thing was the stu-
dents who studied and
graduated from this build-
ing but the building had to
be special to her.
I was deeply impressed

when they told me of the
many, many who had come
forward to offer services
and help to St. Mary’s so
that school could continue
for this year’s students.
These students from pre-K

to eighth grade had just
begun this year’s school
year just two days before.  
Several groups in the vil-

lage offered space for class
rooms.  
After looking them over,

Sister Sharon accepted the
invitation of the Methodist
Church for some of the
grades.  I was so impressed
with the readiness – even
enthusiasm – of the parish-
ioners at the Methodist
Church to be able to help.  

The rest of the students
will be housed in the base-
ment of St. Mary’s Church.
While I was there, there
were many working hard to
make the Church basement
ready to be used as class-
rooms.  They were being di-
rected by the teachers who
were anxiously working
themselves so that they
soon could begin continue
teaching their classes.
At the same time, I saw Fa-

ther Kevin McEwan, the pas-

tor, working tirelessly to de-
termine what the future
would be like for the school
building.  There was so
many possibilities.  I no-
ticed how involved was the
School Education Council,
the Parish Council and Fi-
nance Council.  They were
all ready and most willing to
do their part and to offer
their advice.  I am certain
that they were a constant
source of support and help
to Father Kevin.
On Sunday evenings, the

Methodist Church sponsors
a free supper for the com-
munity.  On that first sup-
per after the fire, their
parish sign board invited
and encouraged all who
were attending to make a
donation to St. Mary’s.  They
sure did; I couldn’t help but
notice that the donation
bucket was quite full.  
As I talked with folks, over

and over they were anxious
to tell me how much they
appreciated St. Mary’s
School. They went on to tell
how impressed they were
with the school and the suc-
cess of the students. 
I am certain that many of

those involved in Catholic
Education in our diocese
have wondered what the
people of their area think
about their school.  Sud-
denly, here in Ticonderoga,

because of this terrible
tragedy,  many people were
speaking out very loudly
about how impressed they
were with St. Mary’s School.  
This is such an interesting

moment: the fire was truly
upsetting and yet it became
a moment when so much
was said about how great St.
Mary’s School is.  So many
were ready to help to do
what they could to make it
possible for St. Mary’s
School to continue because
they realized how special St.
Mary’s School is. 
Prayers are still needed

for the future of St. Mary’s –
prayers for Sister Sharon
and Father Kevin and the
parents of St. Mary’s as they
begin to plan for their fu-
ture. 
The hopes for the future

will be influenced by the
strong support of the peo-
ple of the parish and the
community.  It is great to
listen as I heard so many so
enthusiastic with their
praise of St. Mary’s School.

I am certain that so many
who have been involved in
our Catholic Schools hear
the praise that is being so
openly proclaimed for St.
Mary’s School.  

St. Mary’s School: scene of sorrow and hope

PHOTO BY SR. ELLEN ROSE COUGHLIN
One of the fires was started in the princi-
pal’s desk.

PHOTO BY FR. TIMOTHY CANAAN
Students and staff from Seton Catholic in Plattsburgh load up a U Hall truck and trailer
filled with students and teachers desk as well as numerous school supplies donated by
the community. Catherine Russell, Seton Catholic principal, and St. Joseph Sister Helen
Hermann, Seton Academy principal, delivered the supplies to St. Mary’s in Ticonderoga.

PHOTO BY SR. ELLEN ROSE COUGHLIN
A young volunteer spent her time clean-
ing statues.

Father Muench served as pastor of
St. Mary’s Ticonderoga for 15 years,
from 1996 to 2011. When he
learned of the fire which heavily
damaged the parish school Sept. 5,
he traveled from his current home
to Sackets Harbor to offer support
to his former parishioners.

Editor’s Note

PHOTO FROM ST. MARY’S SCHOOL FACEBOOK PAGE
Father Kevin McEwan, pastor of St. Mary’s Parish in Ticonderoga and St. Joseph Sister
Sharon Anne Dalton, principal, have been encouraged by the tremendous amount of
support they have received after fire destroyed most of St. Mary’s School.

Former Ticonderoga pastor arrives on the scene of destructive school fire
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OGDENSBURG – Bishop Terry R.
LaValley has approved
changes in the diocesan De-
partment of Christian Forma-
tion which will now have a
new name and a different or-
ganization of its offices and
staff.
Since “faith formation” is

the term currently used in
many parts of the country
for catechetical work, the
diocesan office will now be
known as the Department of
Faith Formation.
After extensive consulta-

tion, the bishop has also ap-
proved the change from
three regions for Christian
Formation to two. The east-
ern region will include Clin-
ton, Essex, Franklin and
Adirondack Deaneries. The
western region will include
St. Lawrence, Jefferson,
Lewis, and Hamilton-
Herkimer Deaneries. 
Pamela Ballantine will be

the eastern regional director
and Deacon Patrick Donohue
the western regional director.
The current three offices will
remain open daily. Deacon
Donohue will divide his time
between the Ogdensburg
and Watertown offices.

From the vicar for education
In an Aug. 26 letter to pas-

tors of the diocese, Msgr.
Robert H. Aucoin, explained
the reasoning behind the
changes:
“For many years, the De-

partment of Christian Forma-
tion (previously the
Department of Religious Ed-
ucation) has staffed three re-
gional offices in Watertown,
Ogdensburg, and Plattsburgh
in addition to the central of-
fice in Ogdensburg. These re-
gional offices began in the
1960's to offer catechetical
services readily and more lo-
cally to the parishes. 
“In those early years, there

was a burgeoning of reli-
gious education materials,
books, films, filmstrips, and
many other teaching re-

sources. These offices
stocked these materials so
that representatives from the
parishes could review them
in contemplation of purchas-
ing them for their own pro-
grams.
“The world of media-cen-

tered materials has changed
dramatically since those
days. Filmstrips are nonex-
istent; inexpensive DVDs
have replaced expensive
16mm films, PowerPoint pre-
sentations are routine, and
the Internet is now the gate-
way to a cornucopia of the
latest of teaching materials
and support information. A
few minutes on the Internet
can gain information that
would have taken hours to
find in the past...
“Each of the three regional

offices has been staffed with
a secretary and a profes-
sional catechist. However,
over time there have been
transformations within the
offices. The Diocesan Direc-
tor of Christian Formation,
St. Joseph Sister Ellen Rose
Coughlin, is also the Superin-
tendent of Catholic Schools.
The Plattsburgh Regional Di-
rector is also charged with
responsibilities in the
Catholic schools. The Og-
densburg Regional Director
also directs the Formation
for Ministry Program. The
Watertown Regional Director
also has had responsibilities
for various diocesan duties.
“The Department of Educa-

tion and the Youth Office will
continue to serve all schools
and parishes in the diocese
in this new structure without
compromising efficiency,”
Msgr. Aucoin said. “Mrs. Bal-
lantine, Deacon Patrick, Dea-
con Brian Dwyer, director of
youth ministry; Karen Don-
ahue, assistant superinten-
dent of schools; and Sister
Ellen Rose commit them-
selves to working with you in
the ministries of schools,
faith formation, formation
for ministry and youth min-
istry.”

Bishop approves
changes in faith
formation office
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS

To think as God thinks requires broad vision
“My thoughts are not your

thoughts, nor are
your ways my
ways”  God tells us..  
Today’s Gospel is

a very good illustra-
tion of this truth.  
If a union boss

were to hear this in
Church this Sunday,
he might have a
stroke!    “Unfair!”,
we cry at the first
hearing.  
Then, as we cool

down and think, we
have to admit that
the landowner has a
point in his defense.  It’s his
money, and he can do what
he wants with it.  
Actually, the grumbling of

those who had worked a full

day was their problem.
They were envious,
and envy is a very
human vice.  
Since it’s a parable

told by Jesus, the
landowner is obvi-
ously God…and
God always wins. 
No, God sees a lot

of things differently
than we do!
Now we really

have to face the les-
son of the day—if
my ways of thinking
and judging are truly
far from the Lord’s

way, then I must have some
adjusting to do!    
Perhaps I need to work

harder in the areas of for-
giveness, mercy, and gen-

erosity, to mention a few.
St. Paul urges the Philippi-
ans today to conduct them-
selves in a way that is
“worthy of the gospel of
Christ”. 
If I’m honest, I have to

admit that I demand apolo-
gies more than I give them.
And I don’t want to be the
one to go first.   
That leads me to harbor

grudges, to make mountains
out of molehills, and so ex-
tend the hurt into months
and years, when I could end
the whole thing quickly by
reconciling immediately.  
How sad to see a son or a

daughter keep their dis-
tance from a dying parent,
even refusing to attend the
funeral!   It happens.

And how many times have
I waited to reconcile until it
was too late?  
The pain and stress on

both parties is so unneces-
sary.  Both are the losers.  
To forgive is to be free,

and to free the other person
as well.  
Once we have reconciled

with a friend who has of-
fended us, or whom we

have offended, we open the
way to form a new and
closer relationship. 
And that could give us

joy for years….instead of
prolonged stress and un-
happiness.
To think as God thinks re-

quires openness and a
broad vision, free of self-
pity and selfish brooding. 
It takes a habit of grati-

tude. 
It means sitting down and

reflecting, “What does God
want me to do in this situa-
tion?   
It takes courage and  hu-

mility and the grace to act
this way. 
It helps if we just ask a

simple question, “What
would Jesus do?” 

Monsignor
Paul E.
Whitmore

The 25th Sunday of the Year
READINGS 
Isaiah 55:6-9

Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a
Matthew 20: 1-16a

SEPT. 21

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- When a
mother has a birthday, chil-
dren send their greetings
and love, so make sure to do
the same thing on the feast
of the Nativity of Mary, Pope
Francis said. 
The liturgical feast day

Sept. 8 "would be her birth-
day. And what do you do
when your mom has a birth-
day? You send her greetings
and best wishes," the pope
said, after praying the An-
gelus with people gathered
in St. Peter's Square Sept. 7. 
The pope asked people to

say "a Hail Mary from the
heart" and to not forget to
tell her "Happy Birthday!" 
Mary has three very impor-

tant lessons for today's
Christians, the pope said in a
written message to Cuban
bishops marking Sept. 8 as
the feast of Our Lady of
Charity of El Cobre, pa-
troness of Cuba. 
He said Mary teaches peo-

ple to experience the joy of
Christ and share it with oth-
ers; to never let adversity

beat you down; and always
help those in need with love
and mercy, he said. 

Be joyful, help others
never give up

The pope said people
should imitate how Mary re-
sponded to God's call with
her same joy, haste and per-
severance, the pope said. 
"Every time I read sacred

Scripture, in the verses that
talk about Our Lady, three
verbs catch my attention,"
the pope said. 
The three kinds of action -

- be joyful, help without hes-
itation and persevere, should
be "put into practice" by all
Catholics, he added. 
Whoever discovers Jesus

will be "filled with an inner
joy so great that nothing and
no one can take it away," he
said. 
With Christ in their lives,

people find the strength and
hope "not to be sad and dis-
couraged, thinking problems
have no solution." 
For the second action, peo-

ple should always rise "in
haste," just like Mary, to help

others in need, he said. 
"Victory is to those who re-

peatedly rise up, without get-
ting discouraged. If we
imitate Mary, we cannot sit
with our arms crossed, just
complaining or perhaps
avoiding any effort so that
others do what is our respon-
sibility," he said. 
Making a difference and

helping others does not have
to be done on a grand scale,
he said, but entails doing
everyday things "with ten-
derness and mercy." 
"The third verb is to perse-

vere," the pope said. 
Mary relied on God and his

goodness for the strength
and courage needed to stay
by Christ's side no matter
what and to encourage his
disciples to do the same. 
"In this world in which

long-lasting values are re-
jected and everything is
changing, in which the dis-
posable triumphs, in which it
seems people are afraid of
life's commitments, the Vir-
gin encourages us to be men
and women who are constant
in their good works, who
keep their word, who are al-
ways faithful," the pope said. 

POPE’S ANGELUS MESSAGE

Three lessons from Mary
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Sept. 17 – 10:50 a.m., Mass at St.
Joseph's Home in Ogdensburg

6 p.m., Missionaries of the Sacred
Heart Foundation Dinner at the
Hilton Garden Inn in Watertown

Sept. 18 – 9:30 a.m., Opening School
Mass and Visit to Immaculate Heart
Central Jr./Sr. High School in Water-
town

Sept. 20 – 10:30 a.m., Council of Reli-
gious Meeting at the Bishop's Resi-
dence 

5 p.m., Dinner for the 50th An-
niversary of the Ogdensburg Senior
Citizens Association at Centennial Ter-
race in Ogdensburg

Sept. 21 – 10:30 a.m., Installation
Mass of Rev. Mark Reilly as Pastor of
St. Mary's & St. Joseph's Church in
Massena at St. Mary’s Church

2:30 p.m., Marriage Jubilee Mass
at St. Mary's Cathedral

Bishop’s Schedule

A prayer:
Today we come to you, O God, to pray
for the courage to take on  the chal-
lenge of safeguarding our Earth whose
future is in jeopardy.

Let us tenderly protect our Earth' pre-
cious, and finite resources that are for
everyone to share.

A question for reflection: 
How can I/we steward Earth's re-
sources, so that my/our use of natural
resources serves the development of
present and future generations?

Environmental Stewardship

The Diocese of Ogdensburg has
scheduled sessions for Protecting
God's Children for Adults.
Pre-registration online is required in
order to participate. Participants
may preregister at www.virtus.org
by selecting the registration button
and following the directions. 
All employees and volunteers who
participate in church sponsored ac-
tivities with minor are required to
participate in this training. 
Further information is available
from Atonement Sister Ellen Don-
ahue, 315-393- 2920, ext. 1440.
Sept. 17 - 6 p.m., Trinity Catholic
School Massena
Sept.  17 - 6 p.m., St. Bernard’s
School, Saranac Lake
Sept. 18 - 5:30 p.m., St. Mary’s
School, Ticonderoga
Sept. 22 - 6 p.m., St. Andre Bessette
Parish, Malone
Oct. 7 - 6:30 p.m., St. James School,
Gouverneur

Protecting God’s Children

This week marks the anniversary 
of the deaths of the following 

clergymen men who have served 
in the Diocese of Ogdensburg

Sept. 17 – Rev. William E. Capron,
1949; Msgr. Louis D. Berube, 1999
Sept. 18 – Rev. Charles E. Campeau,
1952
Sept. 19 – Rev. Clement J. Dwyer,
O.S.A., 1956; Rev. Francis C. McMahon,
1975
Sept. 20 – Msgr. Edmund J. Brown,
1954; Rev. Donald Gallagher, 1959;
Rev. Edward J. Wright, 1993; Msgr.
Floyd J. Brown, 1994
Sept. 21 – Rev. M. Stanton, 1908; Rev.
M.J. Geraghty, O.S.A., 1914; Rev.
Michael J. Brown, 1917; Rev. Wilbert
LeBeau, 1953
Sept. 22 – Rev. John McDermott,
1870; Rev. Pierre L’Esperance, M.S.C.,
1942; Msgr. John Michael Hogan, 1951
Sept. 23 – Rev. P. Phillips, 1872; Rev.
Marcel Dupont, M.S.C., 1982

Rest in Peace

If you have a complaint of suspected
misconduct involving diocesan
clergy, religious, employees or volun-
teers, contact Victims Assistance Co-
ordinator, Terrianne Yanulavich, Adult
& Youth Counseling Services of
Northern New York, PO Box 2446,
Plattsburgh, NY, 12901;  e-mail: terri-
anneyanulavich@yahoo.com   Phone:
518-483-3261; or Father James Sey-
mour, the  Episcopal Vicar for Clergy
at 315-393-2920 , ext.  1340

To Report Abuse

WATERTOWN  – Father Joseph
Kanimea, a Missionary of the
Sacred Heart from Fiji, is the
featured speaker at
this year’s Sacred
Heart Foundation
Annual Scholarship
Benefit Dinner.  The
dinner will be held
Sept.17at the Hilton
Garden Inn in begin-
ning at 6pm.
Father Kanimea,

born and raised in
Rabi, Fiji (South Pa-
cific), studied for the
priesthood at Pacific
Regional Seminary
and majored in Formation
studies at Santo Tomas,
Manila, Philippine. 
He professed first vows in

1993 and final vows in June
1999.
Ordained in January 2001,

Father Kanimea has served in
various positions in Samoa,
Fiji, Tuvalu (a Polynesian is-
land midway between Hawaii

and Australia) and, since No-
vember, 2012, as parochial
vicar at Holy Family Parish in

Nazareth, Pennsylva-
nia. .
In addition to his

pastoral work in
parishes, Father
Joseph has also
served as a part-time
faculty member of
the Pacific Regional
Seminary where he
lectured in Sacred
Theology.
The dinner is the

41st annual event for
the Sacred Heart

Foundation. The faith based
not-for profit foundation
provides financial support to
men studying to become
Missionaries of the Sacred
Heart in seminaries and for-
mation houses  around the
world.
These scholarships help to

educate priests at a time
when small communities are

closing churches or cutting
back on pastoral services. In
2014, seventy-five awards
totaling $77,000 were dis-
tributed. 
The total dollar awards

represent the largest one-
year distribution in the Foun-
dation’s 46 year history. 
This year’s scholarship

group comes from varied
cultures and nationalities.
The men are studying for the
priesthood in the United
States, Colombia, Brazil,
Cameroun, Fiji, India, Korea,
Papua New Guinea, Domini-
can Republic and Indonesia.
The foundation has

awarded $1,551,568 in
scholarships since it was es-
tablished in Watertown in
1967. 
The Foundation’s endow-

ment is approaching $3 mil-
lion.  It is administered by a
voluntary board.  
Tickets for the dinner are

available for $40 per person
from the foundation office at
315 782-3344. Tickets are
$40 per person.  
One-half of each ticket pur-

chased qualifies as a dona-
tion to foundation’s
endowment fund and is de-
ductible.

Sacred Heart Foundation
plans 41st annual dinner

Fr. Joseph
Kanimea, MSC
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AT A GLANCE

CATHOLIC
WORLD

Feast days of Sts. John Paul II, John XXIII added to universal calendar 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- In light of "countless requests from every part of the
world," Pope Francis has approved putting Sts. John Paul II and John XXIII on
the church's universal calendar of feast days. Called the General Roman Calen-
dar, it is the universal schedule of holy days and feast days for the Latin rite of
the Catholic Church. The two saints' feast days, both of which have the ranking
of an optional - not obligatory - memorial, are Oct. 11 for St. John XXIII and Oct.
22 for St. John Paul II. The Vatican newspaper, L'Osservatore Romano, published
the decree Sept. 11 from the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Sacra-
ments. The pope determines who makes the universal calendar based on rec-
ommendations from the congregation for worship. In 2007, Pope Benedict
approved stricter guidelines for determining which saints will be remembered
with mandatory feast days. The new norms were necessary, the congregation
had said, because the year does not have enough days to include all the saints
in the universal calendar, particularly when Sundays and holy days are sub-
tracted. Pope Francis, who canonized the two saints in April, approved the op-
tional memorials "given the extraordinary nature of these pontiffs in offering
the clergy and the faithful a unique model of virtue and in promoting the life
of Christ," the decree said.

Pope appoints two U.S. priests to help tackle sexual abuse of minors 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Pope Francis appointed two U.S. priests to top positions
at the Vatican for dealing with the sexual abuse of minors. The pope named
U.S. Father Robert W. Oliver to be the new secretary of the Pontifical Commis-
sion for the Protection of Minors, and appointed Jesuit Father Robert J.
Geisinger to replace Father Oliver as the promoter of justice at the Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith -- the Vatican's chief prosecutor of sex abuse
crimes. The Vatican made the announcement Sept. 10. Father Oliver fills a new
full-time position of secretary for the pontifical commission, which Pope Fran-
cis established in December. A Vatican source told Catholic News Service there
would be another announcement "soon" of more new members to be added to
the commission, as it aims to expand the number of representatives from
around the world, especially from Africa and Asia. The commission, which cur-
rently has eight members, including a survivor of clerical sexual abuse, mental
health professionals and experts in civil and church law, is tasked with laying
out a pastoral approach to helping victims and preventing abuse. 

Pope sends condolences to family of second journalist slain by ISIS 
MIAMI (CNS) -- Pope Francis sent a letter of condolence to the family a Steven
Sotloff, the second U.S. journalist slain this summer by ISIS, also known as Is-
lamic State. "His Holiness Pope Francis was deeply saddened to learn of the
tragic death of your son and brother, Steven Joel, and he has asked me to con-
vey to you his prayerful condolences," said the Sept. 5 letter, signed by Cardinal
Pietro Parolin, Vatican secretary of state. "He entrusts Steven's soul to the Lord
and offers prayers for you and all who mourn his death," the letter said. "His
Holiness urges people everywhere to reject violence, aggression and lack of
compassion, and asks each one to pray and work for forgiveness, healing and
peace," Cardinal Parolin wrote. "Upon you and your loved ones, he invokes the
Almighty's blessings of consolation and strength." 

By Sarah McCarthy
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) - In light of the
recent political, military and
social conflicts taking place
around the world, Catholics
and other Christians have
found reason to come to-
gether in faith to pray for
world peace and healing. 
The 22nd International

Week of Prayer and Fasting
will take place Sept. 20-28.
Organizers are encouraging
individuals, families and
parishes around the world to
participate by fasting, at-
tending daily Mass, prayer
services and Holy Hours,
going to confession, and
praying the rosary and the
Divine Mercy chaplet. 
Sponsored by the Interna-

tional Prayer and Fasting
Coalition, made up of vari-
ous Catholic and Protestant
groups, the nine-day cam-
paign to call for an end to
global violence and persecu-
tion kicks off in Washington
with a eucharistic prayer
vigil Sept. 20 at the Basilica
of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception. 
Organizers said the cam-

paign's goal is to invoke
Mary's help in "changing the
course of world events" and
to promote "a newfound ap-
preciation for basic human
rights" and build "a culture of
life." 
Maureen Flynn, the coali-

tion's chairperson, said the
event began as an effort to
promote peace throughout
the world. 
"We felt what was needed

in our country was a grass-
roots movement of people
praying and fasting for the
goals of our nation," Flynn
told Catholic News Service in
a telephone interview Sept.
11. 
This year's observance is

significant, she said, point-
ing to the chaos caused by
the Ebola outbreak in West

Africa and the continued vi-
olence in the Middle East,
specifically regarding the
militants of the Islamic State.

The campaign's goal is to
invoke Mary's help in 

‘changing the course of
world events’ and to 

promote ‘a newfound 
appreciation for basic 

human rights’ 

"There are times when
everything has been tried
and when people are being
slaughtered and we have to
defend the defenseless, so
that's something we pray
that our leaders have guid-
ance on," Flynn said. 
The eucharistic prayer vigil

is intended to bring together
communities of people from
all walks of life to pray the
rosary together, Flynn said. 
The Sept. 20 event will in-

clude a Mass to be celebrated
by Archbishop Timothy P.
Broglio of the U.S. Archdio-
cese for the Military Services;
a "global living rosary" and
confession; and several
speakers, including Scott
Hahn, professor of theology
at Franciscan University of
Steubenville, Ohio, and John-
nette Benkovic, founder and
president of the Women of
Grace apostolate. 
"Throughout the country

and overseas ... many groups
are hosting Holy Hours
pledging to pray so many
mysteries of the rosary dur-
ing those nine days and
many are pledging to attend
Holy Hours and pray for our
world," Flynn said. 
Several times throughout

history, she said, prayer and
fasting have influenced
world events. 
She credited this "spiritual

weapon" with setting back
the Soviet Union nuclear
arms program during a pe-

riod of the Cold War. 
Flynn also noted that many

saints were known for their
fasting rituals, including St.
Teresa of Avila and St. Fran-
cis of Assisi. 
"What we say is you can do

more in one day of intense
prayer than in years of dis-
cussion," she said. 
For those who would like

to participate in the cam-
paign but cannot attend the
kickoff in person, Flynn said
there are a number of ways
to get involved, including
taking a pledge to pray, fast
and attend a Holy Hour.
Flynn especially wants fami-
lies to get their children in-
volved as well, she said. 
"I just would encourage

people to take these nine
days and to do something
special in your family," she
said. "I think there are always
different things that people
can come up with to encour-
age our children to start
praying the rosary." 
By participating in the

campaign, Flynn said, she
thinks people will gain a
greater sense of hope that
evil in the world can be
turned around. 
"This really has taken off in

ways that we probably would
never have dreamed of. But
it's wonderful," she said.
"The art of fasting is coming
back with Catholics. They're
seeing the importance of
doing some kind of
penance." 
Flynn said the power of

prayer and fasting is the an-
swer to addressing the prob-
lems of the world, and she
urged Catholics to utilize
"the great treasures that the
Catholic Church has given
us." 

Coalition hopes days of
prayer, fasting will help
bring peace to world 
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By Deacon Brian Dwyer
Diocesan director, youth ministry

The office of youth min-
istry is committed to being
the “traveling companions
of our young people.” Youth
ministry is being fueled by
so many caring and faith-
filled adults who are walk-
ing the journey with our
young people by showing
concern, compassion, love,
and faith.
The guiding principles of

youth ministry are disciple-
ship, connection, and gift-
edness. Our diocesan and
parish programs always aim
to make sure we are bring-
ing more young people into
relationship with Christ. 
We aim to make sure their

gifts and talents are being
used to build up parish life

and the kingdom of God.
We strive to make sure

they feel a connection with
their parish and Diocesan
family by knowing that we
are all one by our faith and
Baptism. 
The office has seen many

new adults step up to the
plate and get involved in
their parishes which has in
turn led to many more
young people finding
Christ. 
Our diocesan programs,

so generously supported by
the donors of the Bishops
Fund, continue to grow. Our
diocesan youth rally contin-
ues to bring hundreds of
teens and youth leaders to-
gether to celebrate their
faith and grow in their com-
mitment to Christ. We are
pleased to be offering lead-
ership weekends for high
school students at Guggen-
heim. Each year the office
sponsors a bus to travel to
Washington on the anniver-
sary of Roe vs. Wade to pro-
mote and defend all human
life. Our summer camp at
Guggenheim continues to

be a wonderful opportunity
for hundreds of teens to re-
connect and to celebrate
their faith in the beautiful
Adirondacks.  
All of these programs and

many more would not be

possible without your gen-
erous support of the annual
Bishop Fund Appeal. We are
indebted for the many sacri-
fices you make. Please be
assured of our continued
prayers. 

BISHOP’S FUND 2014... OPEN YOUR HEARTS

BF supports youth ministry

Among the programs sponsored by the Diocesan Youth Department is  Guggenheim
summer camp. Above, Father Thomas Higman distributes communion during the final
Mass of the 2014 season.
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By Rick Musacchio
Catholic News Service 

SAN ANTONIO (CNS) - As William
Carmona lay gravely ill in a
San Antonio hospital bed, he
repeatedly questioned his
classmates from nearby As-
sumption Seminary: "Where
is Bishop Choby?" "When will
he get here?" And finally:
"How many more hours until
he ordains me?" 
Carmona, a fourth-year

theology seminarian who
was entering his final year of
preparation for ordination as
a transitional deacon this fall
and as a priest of the Diocese
of Nashville, Tennessee, next
summer, was dying of can-
cer. 
When Bishop David R.

Choby of Nashville learned
of his grave condition after
Carmona was rushed to the
Christus Santa Rosa Medical
Center the first week of Sep-
tember, he made plans to
travel to San Antonio to or-
dain the seminarian immedi-
ately because of the
emergency circumstances. 
"The joy and satisfaction in

administering the sacrament
of holy orders is a high point
in the life of any bishop, but
to have the opportunity to
celebrate the sacrament for
one who is so much looking
forward to ordination but
faces the certainty of death
made it the more poignant,"
Bishop Choby said. 
He left for San Antonio the

evening of Sept. 7 and or-
dained the seminarian Sept.
8. On Sept. 9, Father Car-
mona was moved to hospice
care. With a priest, deacon
and two seminarians at his
side, the newly ordained
priest died mid-afternoon
Sept. 10. 
An evening vigil service

was planned for Sept. 12 at
Assumption Seminary in San
Antonio, with a morning fu-
neral Mass to be celebrated
there Sept. 13. The priest's
remains will be transferred
to his native Colombia,
where burial was to be
arranged by Father Car-

mona's family. 
"The priesthood, by its

very nature, is multifaceted
because it is God's gift to re-
spond to the needs of the
human person," Bishop
Choby said in San Antonio
for the ordination. 
At the ordination Mass, he

was joined by several
Nashville priests and dea-
cons, Archbishop Gustavo
Garcia-Siller of San Antonio
and Father Jeff Pehl, rector of
Assumption Seminary, and
priests on the seminary fac-
ulty, who concelebrated the
Mass. 
"I know of no other voca-

tion which touches so many
moments in a person's life,"
the bishop said. "In a way
that is singularly focused,
the priesthood has as its cen-
ter, the mystery of redemp-
tion, which is the dying and
the rising of the Lord." 
Bishop Choby added that

ordination of Father Car-
mona as he faced death "re-
flects the Paschal Mystery.
That is how our own lives are

transformed in the death and
resurrection of Jesus." 
Father Carmona was the

senior member of a group of
eight seminarians from the
Diocese of Nashville in for-
mation at Assumption Semi-
nary. The group began an
around-the-clock vigil to
keep him company while he
was being cared for in the
hospital's intensive care unit. 
They were all on hand

when Bishop Choby or-
dained him first as a transi-
tional deacon and then as a
priest in a room prepared for
the occasion by the staff at
Christus Santa Rosa. Nurses
and physicians were on hand
to monitor the ordinand's
condition throughout. Father
Carmona lay silently in a
hospital bed as Bishop
Choby anointed his hands
with holy oil and laid his
hands on his head. 
Although Father Carmona

was unable to respond ver-
bally during his ordination,
he had expressed his assent
to the ordination earlier,

Bishop Choby told those
gathered to witness the
sacrament. 
Priests near Father Car-

mona during the Mass saw
signs of recognition and joy
as the ordination proceeded. 
About 200 people, includ-

ing most of the students at
Assumption Seminary, the
senior administration of the
medical center, members of
the Sisters of Charity of the
Incarnate Word who sponsor
the medical center, and an
honor guard of fourth-degree
Knights of Columbus, gath-
ered in a large meeting room
on the first floor of the hos-
pital. 
The full Mass, with a choir

of seminarians, lasted about
an hour-and-a-half. 
"William was one of the

students with a very large
pastoral heart," said Domini-
can Sister Linda Gibler, asso-
ciate academic dean at the
Oblate School of Theology,
which is part of Assumption
Seminary. 
"He was always concerned

about what his studies had to
do with ministry, how he
would be effective, and what
affect all of his studies would
have to do with his ministry,"
she told the Tennessee Reg-
ister, Nashville's diocesan
newspaper. "He was less con-
cerned with academic details
than he was with his pastoral
heart. He would have been
an excellent pastor." 
"He took to his studies,"

said Father Pehl, "but what
I'm most proud of is that
William was such a good ex-
ample in the community. He
is an older fellow, but his ex-
ample of arriving early for
morning prayer, before
everyone else to open the
chapel, to spend time in
there in the morning and in
the afternoon." 
Father Carmona, 51, grew

up in Antioquia, Colombia,
one of 13 children in his fam-
ily, and first dreamed of
being a priest at age 12. Be-
fore coming to the United
States in 2000, he had earned
a philosophy degree from a
seminary in Colombia. He
worked in a clothing and gro-
cery store to earn money to
continue his seminary edu-
cation. 
He also studied business

administration at the Univer-
sity of the South in Antioquia
and worked in security for
the Colombian government. 
Once in the United States,

he wanted to enter the semi-
nary for a diocese in Califor-
nia but his English language
skills were not strong
enough. He became a
scholastic for the Society of
the Divine Savior -- known as
the Salvatorians -- and
moved to the Salvatorian
house in Milwaukee. 
Several years later, he went

to Cookeville, Tennessee, to
serve as youth minister at St.
Thomas Aquinas Parish,
which is staffed by Salvatori-
ans. 
In 2008, the Nashville Dio-

cese accepted him as a semi-
narian and he entered
Assumption Seminary. Dur-
ing summers, he returned to
Nashville to serve at various
parishes around the diocese.

CNS PHOTO/RICK MUSACCHIO, TENNESSEE REGISTER
Bishop David R. Choby of Nashville, Tenn., anoints William Carmona's hands as part of the ordination rite at Christus Santa Rosa Med-
ical Center in San Antonio Sept. 8. Carmona, gravely ill with cancer, was ordained for the Diocese of Nashville. 

Deathbed ordination 'reflects Paschal Mystery' 
Nashville bishop reacts to ordination of gravely ill seminarian
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By Stephen Tartaglia
Diocesan director, Family Life Office

Now that we have found a
house in Canton, I am ex-
cited to engage in my new
ministry as Family Life Di-
rector for the Diocese of Og-
densburg and I am honored
to follow in the footsteps of
two very extraordinary peo-
ple, Deacon Gary and Gayle
Frank.  
As you may know, moving

a family of seven with chil-
dren ranging from nine
years old to six months is
challenging.  I am very
grateful for the help that we
received once arriving in
Canton.  Dayna Leader of
Gouverneur had arranged a
small army of help to un-
load the moving truck and
bring food for our family.
As we were working, she in-
vited us to attend the first
session of Family Guggen-
heim and with no hesitation
I accepted the invitation.
I wondered what it would

be like.  Christina and I have
been married for 12 years
and have never taken our
family on vacation.  We have
moved several times and

have often joked that we
were at our new ‘vacation
home’, but somehow it just
wasn’t the same! 
Like most parents with

small children, we believed
that vacations can be more
like work and less like relax-
ation as normal routines

tend to be disturbed.
The day arrived and we

loaded up the van and de-
parted.  Even though Camp
Guggenheim is easy to get
to, (it’s centrally located in
the Diocese of Ogdensburg,
on the north shore of lower
Saranac Lake) we found a
way to arrive late and had
missed dinner.  
Fortunately, when we ar-

rived at Camp Guggenheim
we were greeted by Deacon
Henry Leader.    Reminiscent
of his wife Dayna, Deacon
Henry immediately
arranged for my family to

be fed and our van to be un-
loaded!  Then we gathered
with the other families and
for the next four days were
loved and cared for; we had
the time of our lives.
To get our children ex-

cited we had looked at the
webpage for Camp Guggen-
heim, www.dioogdens-
burg.org/youth/guggy.html,
and saw people engaged in
lots of different fun activi-
ties: fishing, swimming,
boating, hiking, dancing,
singing, arts and crafts, vol-
leyball, etc.  
We began to worry about

how we were going to su-
pervise our five young chil-
dren while we were at
Guggenheim.  Our fears
were relieved soon after we
arrived.  
No matter what size fam-

ily you have, when you get
to Guggenheim you immedi-
ately become a part of a
very large extended family.
Suddenly there was an
abundance of watching eyes
and helping hands.  Our
children very quickly con-
nected with children of
other families.  Teen staff
were like older brothers and
sisters.  Adult staff were like
aunts and uncles.  
Even though there were so

many fun activities, there
was also time built in for
families to pray together,
with liturgy and adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament as
well.  Bishop LaValley cele-
brated Mass with us.  In fact,
several of our diocesan
priests came and spent time
with us, celebrating Mass
and Reconciliation. 
The entire experience was

like a four-day retreat.  By
the end of the weekend we
had made connections with
other families like ours, we
had fun and meaningful
times together as a family,
and we had built many posi-
tive memories.  
We left feeling that our

family ‘batteries’ were
recharged, and that when
the hard times come, we
would have a reserve of
positive memories to help
us through. 
On the drive home we de-

cided that we wanted to
continue the conversations
and activities we did to-
gether as a family at camp
throughout the rest of the
year.  We are looking for-
ward to coming back again
and to staying connected
with the wonderful families
we met there.
(For more information

about Family Guggenheim
or to register for upcoming
sessions (Session 3 begins
Oct. 10 at 7 p.m. and ends
Oct. 12 at 4pm), contact me
at (315) 393-2920 Ext. 1420,
or startaglia@rcdony.org.)

Family Life director welcomed to Family Guggenheim

Stephen Tartaglia succeeded Deacon Gary and Gayle Frank as head of the diocesan Office of Family Life in August. He is pictured
above with his wife Christina and their five children at their daughter’s baptism in June. In front are Sophia and Veronica. In back are
Mrs. Tartaglia holding Johnna; Maria and Mr. Tartaglia holding Nicholas.

Stephen Tartaglia settles into his new position in the diocese
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FAITH, FUN,
FORMATION

IN AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER

Following a Polish custom, bouquets of flowers and herbs from family gardens and
grains from the fields are brought to the church on the Feast of the Assumption or
closest Sunday to give thanks and to honor the Blessed Mother, invoked as" Matti
Boskier Zellner," which means, "Mother of God of the Herbs." Father Christopher Car-
rara blessed this collection of herbs and grains at St. Hedwig’s Church in Houseville
Aug. 17. Traditionally in the Polish households, herbs are used as medicines and add
zest and flavor to cooking and baking. The beautiful flowers in the bouquets represent
the many beautiful virtues of the Blessed Mother that we should imitate. There are
over 2,000 flowers named after the Blessed Mother such as Lily of the Valley, Rose of
Sharon and Marigolds (Mary's Gold). The stems of grains, often oats, barley, rye and
wheat represent thankfulness for the beginning of another harvest. "The Church
blesses these symbols of health and joy as she rejoices in Mary's victory over death
through her glorious Assumption into heaven, to sit at her divine Son's right hand." 
The fragrant blessed bouquets are given as gifts, or are hung in houses or entrances or
are used to decorate holy pictures in Polish homes. 

PHOTO BY DEACON KEVIN MASTELLON
The deacon aspirants of the diocese gathered at Wadhams Hall Sept. 5-7 for their first formation weekend. Pictured, front, from left
are Brent Charland, Bangor, St. Andre Bessette Parish; David Demers, Ogdensburg, Notre Dame; James Crowley, Lisbon, St. Mary’s
Cathedral; middle, Nicholas Haas, Malone, St. Andre Bessette; Ricky LaDuke, Morrisonville, St. Alexander; Timothy Foley, Old Forge, St.
Bartholomew’s; Philip Regan, Norwood, St. Andrews; Lawrence Morse, Hailesboro, St. James; Michael Howley, Plattsburgh, St. Peter’s;
Thomas Yousey, Lowville, St. Peters; Ronald Gingerich, Lowville, St. Peters; back, Deacon John White, diocesan director of the deacon
formation program; Richard Burns, Potsdam, St. Mary’s; John Fehlner, Keene Valley, St. Brendan’s; Randall Smith, Plattsburgh, St.
Peter’s; David Clark, Plattsburgh, St. John the Baptist; Neil Fuller, Clayton, St. Mary’s; and William O’Brien, Ogdensburg, St. Mary’s
Cathedral.

PHOTO BY BOB BECKSTEAD 
The St. Mary's/St. Joseph's and Sacred Heart/St. Lawrence parishes celebrated a community-wide Mass Sept. 7 at Springs Park in
Massena. Pictured are Deacon Thomas Proulx from Sacred Heart/St. Lawrence and Father Mark Reilly, pastor of St. Mary's/St.
Joseph's. A picnic followed the Mass.

Children of St. Peter’s Church in Lowville took part in a Vacation Bible School in August
with the theme “Wilderness Escape - Where God Guides & Provides.”  It was the story
of Moses, the first Passover, the parting of the Red Sea, manna from heaven the 10
commandments and  more. Shown working in the camel bell shop are, from left,  Ire-
land Earl, Merric Laribee, Gloria Lyndaker, Jen Bidwell and Tucker Earl.
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By Stephen Tartaglia
Diocesan director, Family Life Office

Now that we have found a
house in Canton, I am ex-
cited to engage in my new
ministry as Family Life Di-
rector for the Diocese of Og-
densburg and I am honored
to follow in the footsteps of
two very extraordinary peo-
ple, Deacon Gary and Gayle
Frank.  
As you may know, moving

a family of seven with chil-
dren ranging from nine
years old to six months is
challenging.  I am very
grateful for the help that we
received once arriving in
Canton.  Dayna Leader of
Gouverneur had arranged a
small army of help to un-
load the moving truck and
bring food for our family.
As we were working, she in-
vited us to attend the first
session of Family Guggen-
heim and with no hesitation
I accepted the invitation.
I wondered what it would

be like.  Christina and I have
been married for 12 years
and have never taken our
family on vacation.  We have
moved several times and

have often joked that we
were at our new ‘vacation
home’, but somehow it just
wasn’t the same! 
Like most parents with

small children, we believed
that vacations can be more
like work and less like relax-
ation as normal routines

tend to be disturbed.
The day arrived and we

loaded up the van and de-
parted.  Even though Camp
Guggenheim is easy to get
to, (it’s centrally located in
the Diocese of Ogdensburg,
on the north shore of lower
Saranac Lake) we found a
way to arrive late and had
missed dinner.  
Fortunately, when we ar-

rived at Camp Guggenheim
we were greeted by Deacon
Henry Leader.    Reminiscent
of his wife Dayna, Deacon
Henry immediately
arranged for my family to

be fed and our van to be un-
loaded!  Then we gathered
with the other families and
for the next four days were
loved and cared for; we had
the time of our lives.
To get our children ex-

cited we had looked at the
webpage for Camp Guggen-
heim, www.dioogdens-
burg.org/youth/guggy.html,
and saw people engaged in
lots of different fun activi-
ties: fishing, swimming,
boating, hiking, dancing,
singing, arts and crafts, vol-
leyball, etc.  
We began to worry about

how we were going to su-
pervise our five young chil-
dren while we were at
Guggenheim.  Our fears
were relieved soon after we
arrived.  
No matter what size fam-

ily you have, when you get
to Guggenheim you immedi-
ately become a part of a
very large extended family.
Suddenly there was an
abundance of watching eyes
and helping hands.  Our
children very quickly con-
nected with children of
other families.  Teen staff
were like older brothers and
sisters.  Adult staff were like
aunts and uncles.  
Even though there were so

many fun activities, there
was also time built in for
families to pray together,
with liturgy and adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament as
well.  Bishop LaValley cele-
brated Mass with us.  In fact,
several of our diocesan
priests came and spent time
with us, celebrating Mass
and Reconciliation. 
The entire experience was

like a four-day retreat.  By
the end of the weekend we
had made connections with
other families like ours, we
had fun and meaningful
times together as a family,
and we had built many posi-
tive memories.  
We left feeling that our

family ‘batteries’ were
recharged, and that when
the hard times come, we
would have a reserve of
positive memories to help
us through. 
On the drive home we de-

cided that we wanted to
continue the conversations
and activities we did to-
gether as a family at camp
throughout the rest of the
year.  We are looking for-
ward to coming back again
and to staying connected
with the wonderful families
we met there.
(For more information

about Family Guggenheim
or to register for upcoming
sessions (Session 3 begins
Oct. 10 at 7 p.m. and ends
Oct. 12 at 4pm), contact me
at (315) 393-2920 Ext. 1420,
or startaglia@rcdony.org.)

Family Life director welcomed to Family Guggenheim

Stephen Tartaglia succeeded Deacon Gary and Gayle Frank as head of the diocesan Office of Family Life in August. He is pictured
above with his wife Christina and their five children at their daughter’s baptism in June. In front are Sophia and Veronica. In back are
Mrs. Tartaglia holding Johnna; Maria and Mr. Tartaglia holding Nicholas.

Stephen Tartaglia settles into his new position in the diocese
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FAITH, FUN,
FORMATION

IN AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER

Following a Polish custom, bouquets of flowers and herbs from family gardens and
grains from the fields are brought to the church on the Feast of the Assumption or
closest Sunday to give thanks and to honor the Blessed Mother, invoked as" Matti
Boskier Zellner," which means, "Mother of God of the Herbs." Father Christopher Car-
rara blessed this collection of herbs and grains at St. Hedwig’s Church in Houseville
Aug. 17. Traditionally in the Polish households, herbs are used as medicines and add
zest and flavor to cooking and baking. The beautiful flowers in the bouquets represent
the many beautiful virtues of the Blessed Mother that we should imitate. There are
over 2,000 flowers named after the Blessed Mother such as Lily of the Valley, Rose of
Sharon and Marigolds (Mary's Gold). The stems of grains, often oats, barley, rye and
wheat represent thankfulness for the beginning of another harvest. "The Church
blesses these symbols of health and joy as she rejoices in Mary's victory over death
through her glorious Assumption into heaven, to sit at her divine Son's right hand." 
The fragrant blessed bouquets are given as gifts, or are hung in houses or entrances or
are used to decorate holy pictures in Polish homes. 

PHOTO BY DEACON KEVIN MASTELLON
The deacon aspirants of the diocese gathered at Wadhams Hall Sept. 5-7 for their first formation weekend. Pictured, front, from left
are Brent Charland, Bangor, St. Andre Bessette Parish; David Demers, Ogdensburg, Notre Dame; James Crowley, Lisbon, St. Mary’s
Cathedral; middle, Nicholas Haas, Malone, St. Andre Bessette; Ricky LaDuke, Morrisonville, St. Alexander; Timothy Foley, Old Forge, St.
Bartholomew’s; Philip Regan, Norwood, St. Andrews; Lawrence Morse, Hailesboro, St. James; Michael Howley, Plattsburgh, St. Peter’s;
Thomas Yousey, Lowville, St. Peters; Ronald Gingerich, Lowville, St. Peters; back, Deacon John White, diocesan director of the deacon
formation program; Richard Burns, Potsdam, St. Mary’s; John Fehlner, Keene Valley, St. Brendan’s; Randall Smith, Plattsburgh, St.
Peter’s; David Clark, Plattsburgh, St. John the Baptist; Neil Fuller, Clayton, St. Mary’s; and William O’Brien, Ogdensburg, St. Mary’s
Cathedral.

PHOTO BY BOB BECKSTEAD 
The St. Mary's/St. Joseph's and Sacred Heart/St. Lawrence parishes celebrated a community-wide Mass Sept. 7 at Springs Park in
Massena. Pictured are Deacon Thomas Proulx from Sacred Heart/St. Lawrence and Father Mark Reilly, pastor of St. Mary's/St.
Joseph's. A picnic followed the Mass.

Children of St. Peter’s Church in Lowville took part in a Vacation Bible School in August
with the theme “Wilderness Escape - Where God Guides & Provides.”  It was the story
of Moses, the first Passover, the parting of the Red Sea, manna from heaven the 10
commandments and  more. Shown working in the camel bell shop are, from left,  Ire-
land Earl, Merric Laribee, Gloria Lyndaker, Jen Bidwell and Tucker Earl.
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By Deacon Brian Dwyer
Diocesan director, youth ministry

The office of youth min-
istry is committed to being
the “traveling companions
of our young people.” Youth
ministry is being fueled by
so many caring and faith-
filled adults who are walk-
ing the journey with our
young people by showing
concern, compassion, love,
and faith.
The guiding principles of

youth ministry are disciple-
ship, connection, and gift-
edness. Our diocesan and
parish programs always aim
to make sure we are bring-
ing more young people into
relationship with Christ. 
We aim to make sure their

gifts and talents are being
used to build up parish life

and the kingdom of God.
We strive to make sure

they feel a connection with
their parish and Diocesan
family by knowing that we
are all one by our faith and
Baptism. 
The office has seen many

new adults step up to the
plate and get involved in
their parishes which has in
turn led to many more
young people finding
Christ. 
Our diocesan programs,

so generously supported by
the donors of the Bishops
Fund, continue to grow. Our
diocesan youth rally contin-
ues to bring hundreds of
teens and youth leaders to-
gether to celebrate their
faith and grow in their com-
mitment to Christ. We are
pleased to be offering lead-
ership weekends for high
school students at Guggen-
heim. Each year the office
sponsors a bus to travel to
Washington on the anniver-
sary of Roe vs. Wade to pro-
mote and defend all human
life. Our summer camp at
Guggenheim continues to

be a wonderful opportunity
for hundreds of teens to re-
connect and to celebrate
their faith in the beautiful
Adirondacks.  
All of these programs and

many more would not be

possible without your gen-
erous support of the annual
Bishop Fund Appeal. We are
indebted for the many sacri-
fices you make. Please be
assured of our continued
prayers. 

BISHOP’S FUND 2014... OPEN YOUR HEARTS

BF supports youth ministry

Among the programs sponsored by the Diocesan Youth Department is  Guggenheim
summer camp. Above, Father Thomas Higman distributes communion during the final
Mass of the 2014 season.
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By Rick Musacchio
Catholic News Service 

SAN ANTONIO (CNS) - As William
Carmona lay gravely ill in a
San Antonio hospital bed, he
repeatedly questioned his
classmates from nearby As-
sumption Seminary: "Where
is Bishop Choby?" "When will
he get here?" And finally:
"How many more hours until
he ordains me?" 
Carmona, a fourth-year

theology seminarian who
was entering his final year of
preparation for ordination as
a transitional deacon this fall
and as a priest of the Diocese
of Nashville, Tennessee, next
summer, was dying of can-
cer. 
When Bishop David R.

Choby of Nashville learned
of his grave condition after
Carmona was rushed to the
Christus Santa Rosa Medical
Center the first week of Sep-
tember, he made plans to
travel to San Antonio to or-
dain the seminarian immedi-
ately because of the
emergency circumstances. 
"The joy and satisfaction in

administering the sacrament
of holy orders is a high point
in the life of any bishop, but
to have the opportunity to
celebrate the sacrament for
one who is so much looking
forward to ordination but
faces the certainty of death
made it the more poignant,"
Bishop Choby said. 
He left for San Antonio the

evening of Sept. 7 and or-
dained the seminarian Sept.
8. On Sept. 9, Father Car-
mona was moved to hospice
care. With a priest, deacon
and two seminarians at his
side, the newly ordained
priest died mid-afternoon
Sept. 10. 
An evening vigil service

was planned for Sept. 12 at
Assumption Seminary in San
Antonio, with a morning fu-
neral Mass to be celebrated
there Sept. 13. The priest's
remains will be transferred
to his native Colombia,
where burial was to be
arranged by Father Car-

mona's family. 
"The priesthood, by its

very nature, is multifaceted
because it is God's gift to re-
spond to the needs of the
human person," Bishop
Choby said in San Antonio
for the ordination. 
At the ordination Mass, he

was joined by several
Nashville priests and dea-
cons, Archbishop Gustavo
Garcia-Siller of San Antonio
and Father Jeff Pehl, rector of
Assumption Seminary, and
priests on the seminary fac-
ulty, who concelebrated the
Mass. 
"I know of no other voca-

tion which touches so many
moments in a person's life,"
the bishop said. "In a way
that is singularly focused,
the priesthood has as its cen-
ter, the mystery of redemp-
tion, which is the dying and
the rising of the Lord." 
Bishop Choby added that

ordination of Father Car-
mona as he faced death "re-
flects the Paschal Mystery.
That is how our own lives are

transformed in the death and
resurrection of Jesus." 
Father Carmona was the

senior member of a group of
eight seminarians from the
Diocese of Nashville in for-
mation at Assumption Semi-
nary. The group began an
around-the-clock vigil to
keep him company while he
was being cared for in the
hospital's intensive care unit. 
They were all on hand

when Bishop Choby or-
dained him first as a transi-
tional deacon and then as a
priest in a room prepared for
the occasion by the staff at
Christus Santa Rosa. Nurses
and physicians were on hand
to monitor the ordinand's
condition throughout. Father
Carmona lay silently in a
hospital bed as Bishop
Choby anointed his hands
with holy oil and laid his
hands on his head. 
Although Father Carmona

was unable to respond ver-
bally during his ordination,
he had expressed his assent
to the ordination earlier,

Bishop Choby told those
gathered to witness the
sacrament. 
Priests near Father Car-

mona during the Mass saw
signs of recognition and joy
as the ordination proceeded. 
About 200 people, includ-

ing most of the students at
Assumption Seminary, the
senior administration of the
medical center, members of
the Sisters of Charity of the
Incarnate Word who sponsor
the medical center, and an
honor guard of fourth-degree
Knights of Columbus, gath-
ered in a large meeting room
on the first floor of the hos-
pital. 
The full Mass, with a choir

of seminarians, lasted about
an hour-and-a-half. 
"William was one of the

students with a very large
pastoral heart," said Domini-
can Sister Linda Gibler, asso-
ciate academic dean at the
Oblate School of Theology,
which is part of Assumption
Seminary. 
"He was always concerned

about what his studies had to
do with ministry, how he
would be effective, and what
affect all of his studies would
have to do with his ministry,"
she told the Tennessee Reg-
ister, Nashville's diocesan
newspaper. "He was less con-
cerned with academic details
than he was with his pastoral
heart. He would have been
an excellent pastor." 
"He took to his studies,"

said Father Pehl, "but what
I'm most proud of is that
William was such a good ex-
ample in the community. He
is an older fellow, but his ex-
ample of arriving early for
morning prayer, before
everyone else to open the
chapel, to spend time in
there in the morning and in
the afternoon." 
Father Carmona, 51, grew

up in Antioquia, Colombia,
one of 13 children in his fam-
ily, and first dreamed of
being a priest at age 12. Be-
fore coming to the United
States in 2000, he had earned
a philosophy degree from a
seminary in Colombia. He
worked in a clothing and gro-
cery store to earn money to
continue his seminary edu-
cation. 
He also studied business

administration at the Univer-
sity of the South in Antioquia
and worked in security for
the Colombian government. 
Once in the United States,

he wanted to enter the semi-
nary for a diocese in Califor-
nia but his English language
skills were not strong
enough. He became a
scholastic for the Society of
the Divine Savior -- known as
the Salvatorians -- and
moved to the Salvatorian
house in Milwaukee. 
Several years later, he went

to Cookeville, Tennessee, to
serve as youth minister at St.
Thomas Aquinas Parish,
which is staffed by Salvatori-
ans. 
In 2008, the Nashville Dio-

cese accepted him as a semi-
narian and he entered
Assumption Seminary. Dur-
ing summers, he returned to
Nashville to serve at various
parishes around the diocese.

CNS PHOTO/RICK MUSACCHIO, TENNESSEE REGISTER
Bishop David R. Choby of Nashville, Tenn., anoints William Carmona's hands as part of the ordination rite at Christus Santa Rosa Med-
ical Center in San Antonio Sept. 8. Carmona, gravely ill with cancer, was ordained for the Diocese of Nashville. 

Deathbed ordination 'reflects Paschal Mystery' 
Nashville bishop reacts to ordination of gravely ill seminarian
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Sept. 17 – 10:50 a.m., Mass at St.
Joseph's Home in Ogdensburg

6 p.m., Missionaries of the Sacred
Heart Foundation Dinner at the
Hilton Garden Inn in Watertown

Sept. 18 – 9:30 a.m., Opening School
Mass and Visit to Immaculate Heart
Central Jr./Sr. High School in Water-
town

Sept. 20 – 10:30 a.m., Council of Reli-
gious Meeting at the Bishop's Resi-
dence 

5 p.m., Dinner for the 50th An-
niversary of the Ogdensburg Senior
Citizens Association at Centennial Ter-
race in Ogdensburg

Sept. 21 – 10:30 a.m., Installation
Mass of Rev. Mark Reilly as Pastor of
St. Mary's & St. Joseph's Church in
Massena at St. Mary’s Church

2:30 p.m., Marriage Jubilee Mass
at St. Mary's Cathedral

Bishop’s Schedule

A prayer:
Today we come to you, O God, to pray
for the courage to take on  the chal-
lenge of safeguarding our Earth whose
future is in jeopardy.

Let us tenderly protect our Earth' pre-
cious, and finite resources that are for
everyone to share.

A question for reflection: 
How can I/we steward Earth's re-
sources, so that my/our use of natural
resources serves the development of
present and future generations?

Environmental Stewardship

The Diocese of Ogdensburg has
scheduled sessions for Protecting
God's Children for Adults.
Pre-registration online is required in
order to participate. Participants
may preregister at www.virtus.org
by selecting the registration button
and following the directions. 
All employees and volunteers who
participate in church sponsored ac-
tivities with minor are required to
participate in this training. 
Further information is available
from Atonement Sister Ellen Don-
ahue, 315-393- 2920, ext. 1440.
Sept. 17 - 6 p.m., Trinity Catholic
School Massena
Sept.  17 - 6 p.m., St. Bernard’s
School, Saranac Lake
Sept. 18 - 5:30 p.m., St. Mary’s
School, Ticonderoga
Sept. 22 - 6 p.m., St. Andre Bessette
Parish, Malone
Oct. 7 - 6:30 p.m., St. James School,
Gouverneur

Protecting God’s Children

This week marks the anniversary 
of the deaths of the following 

clergymen men who have served 
in the Diocese of Ogdensburg

Sept. 17 – Rev. William E. Capron,
1949; Msgr. Louis D. Berube, 1999
Sept. 18 – Rev. Charles E. Campeau,
1952
Sept. 19 – Rev. Clement J. Dwyer,
O.S.A., 1956; Rev. Francis C. McMahon,
1975
Sept. 20 – Msgr. Edmund J. Brown,
1954; Rev. Donald Gallagher, 1959;
Rev. Edward J. Wright, 1993; Msgr.
Floyd J. Brown, 1994
Sept. 21 – Rev. M. Stanton, 1908; Rev.
M.J. Geraghty, O.S.A., 1914; Rev.
Michael J. Brown, 1917; Rev. Wilbert
LeBeau, 1953
Sept. 22 – Rev. John McDermott,
1870; Rev. Pierre L’Esperance, M.S.C.,
1942; Msgr. John Michael Hogan, 1951
Sept. 23 – Rev. P. Phillips, 1872; Rev.
Marcel Dupont, M.S.C., 1982

Rest in Peace

If you have a complaint of suspected
misconduct involving diocesan
clergy, religious, employees or volun-
teers, contact Victims Assistance Co-
ordinator, Terrianne Yanulavich, Adult
& Youth Counseling Services of
Northern New York, PO Box 2446,
Plattsburgh, NY, 12901;  e-mail: terri-
anneyanulavich@yahoo.com   Phone:
518-483-3261; or Father James Sey-
mour, the  Episcopal Vicar for Clergy
at 315-393-2920 , ext.  1340

To Report Abuse

WATERTOWN  – Father Joseph
Kanimea, a Missionary of the
Sacred Heart from Fiji, is the
featured speaker at
this year’s Sacred
Heart Foundation
Annual Scholarship
Benefit Dinner.  The
dinner will be held
Sept.17at the Hilton
Garden Inn in begin-
ning at 6pm.
Father Kanimea,

born and raised in
Rabi, Fiji (South Pa-
cific), studied for the
priesthood at Pacific
Regional Seminary
and majored in Formation
studies at Santo Tomas,
Manila, Philippine. 
He professed first vows in

1993 and final vows in June
1999.
Ordained in January 2001,

Father Kanimea has served in
various positions in Samoa,
Fiji, Tuvalu (a Polynesian is-
land midway between Hawaii

and Australia) and, since No-
vember, 2012, as parochial
vicar at Holy Family Parish in

Nazareth, Pennsylva-
nia. .
In addition to his

pastoral work in
parishes, Father
Joseph has also
served as a part-time
faculty member of
the Pacific Regional
Seminary where he
lectured in Sacred
Theology.
The dinner is the

41st annual event for
the Sacred Heart

Foundation. The faith based
not-for profit foundation
provides financial support to
men studying to become
Missionaries of the Sacred
Heart in seminaries and for-
mation houses  around the
world.
These scholarships help to

educate priests at a time
when small communities are

closing churches or cutting
back on pastoral services. In
2014, seventy-five awards
totaling $77,000 were dis-
tributed. 
The total dollar awards

represent the largest one-
year distribution in the Foun-
dation’s 46 year history. 
This year’s scholarship

group comes from varied
cultures and nationalities.
The men are studying for the
priesthood in the United
States, Colombia, Brazil,
Cameroun, Fiji, India, Korea,
Papua New Guinea, Domini-
can Republic and Indonesia.
The foundation has

awarded $1,551,568 in
scholarships since it was es-
tablished in Watertown in
1967. 
The Foundation’s endow-

ment is approaching $3 mil-
lion.  It is administered by a
voluntary board.  
Tickets for the dinner are

available for $40 per person
from the foundation office at
315 782-3344. Tickets are
$40 per person.  
One-half of each ticket pur-

chased qualifies as a dona-
tion to foundation’s
endowment fund and is de-
ductible.

Sacred Heart Foundation
plans 41st annual dinner

Fr. Joseph
Kanimea, MSC
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AT A GLANCE

CATHOLIC
WORLD

Feast days of Sts. John Paul II, John XXIII added to universal calendar 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- In light of "countless requests from every part of the
world," Pope Francis has approved putting Sts. John Paul II and John XXIII on
the church's universal calendar of feast days. Called the General Roman Calen-
dar, it is the universal schedule of holy days and feast days for the Latin rite of
the Catholic Church. The two saints' feast days, both of which have the ranking
of an optional - not obligatory - memorial, are Oct. 11 for St. John XXIII and Oct.
22 for St. John Paul II. The Vatican newspaper, L'Osservatore Romano, published
the decree Sept. 11 from the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Sacra-
ments. The pope determines who makes the universal calendar based on rec-
ommendations from the congregation for worship. In 2007, Pope Benedict
approved stricter guidelines for determining which saints will be remembered
with mandatory feast days. The new norms were necessary, the congregation
had said, because the year does not have enough days to include all the saints
in the universal calendar, particularly when Sundays and holy days are sub-
tracted. Pope Francis, who canonized the two saints in April, approved the op-
tional memorials "given the extraordinary nature of these pontiffs in offering
the clergy and the faithful a unique model of virtue and in promoting the life
of Christ," the decree said.

Pope appoints two U.S. priests to help tackle sexual abuse of minors 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Pope Francis appointed two U.S. priests to top positions
at the Vatican for dealing with the sexual abuse of minors. The pope named
U.S. Father Robert W. Oliver to be the new secretary of the Pontifical Commis-
sion for the Protection of Minors, and appointed Jesuit Father Robert J.
Geisinger to replace Father Oliver as the promoter of justice at the Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith -- the Vatican's chief prosecutor of sex abuse
crimes. The Vatican made the announcement Sept. 10. Father Oliver fills a new
full-time position of secretary for the pontifical commission, which Pope Fran-
cis established in December. A Vatican source told Catholic News Service there
would be another announcement "soon" of more new members to be added to
the commission, as it aims to expand the number of representatives from
around the world, especially from Africa and Asia. The commission, which cur-
rently has eight members, including a survivor of clerical sexual abuse, mental
health professionals and experts in civil and church law, is tasked with laying
out a pastoral approach to helping victims and preventing abuse. 

Pope sends condolences to family of second journalist slain by ISIS 
MIAMI (CNS) -- Pope Francis sent a letter of condolence to the family a Steven
Sotloff, the second U.S. journalist slain this summer by ISIS, also known as Is-
lamic State. "His Holiness Pope Francis was deeply saddened to learn of the
tragic death of your son and brother, Steven Joel, and he has asked me to con-
vey to you his prayerful condolences," said the Sept. 5 letter, signed by Cardinal
Pietro Parolin, Vatican secretary of state. "He entrusts Steven's soul to the Lord
and offers prayers for you and all who mourn his death," the letter said. "His
Holiness urges people everywhere to reject violence, aggression and lack of
compassion, and asks each one to pray and work for forgiveness, healing and
peace," Cardinal Parolin wrote. "Upon you and your loved ones, he invokes the
Almighty's blessings of consolation and strength." 

By Sarah McCarthy
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) - In light of the
recent political, military and
social conflicts taking place
around the world, Catholics
and other Christians have
found reason to come to-
gether in faith to pray for
world peace and healing. 
The 22nd International

Week of Prayer and Fasting
will take place Sept. 20-28.
Organizers are encouraging
individuals, families and
parishes around the world to
participate by fasting, at-
tending daily Mass, prayer
services and Holy Hours,
going to confession, and
praying the rosary and the
Divine Mercy chaplet. 
Sponsored by the Interna-

tional Prayer and Fasting
Coalition, made up of vari-
ous Catholic and Protestant
groups, the nine-day cam-
paign to call for an end to
global violence and persecu-
tion kicks off in Washington
with a eucharistic prayer
vigil Sept. 20 at the Basilica
of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception. 
Organizers said the cam-

paign's goal is to invoke
Mary's help in "changing the
course of world events" and
to promote "a newfound ap-
preciation for basic human
rights" and build "a culture of
life." 
Maureen Flynn, the coali-

tion's chairperson, said the
event began as an effort to
promote peace throughout
the world. 
"We felt what was needed

in our country was a grass-
roots movement of people
praying and fasting for the
goals of our nation," Flynn
told Catholic News Service in
a telephone interview Sept.
11. 
This year's observance is

significant, she said, point-
ing to the chaos caused by
the Ebola outbreak in West

Africa and the continued vi-
olence in the Middle East,
specifically regarding the
militants of the Islamic State.

The campaign's goal is to
invoke Mary's help in 

‘changing the course of
world events’ and to 

promote ‘a newfound 
appreciation for basic 

human rights’ 

"There are times when
everything has been tried
and when people are being
slaughtered and we have to
defend the defenseless, so
that's something we pray
that our leaders have guid-
ance on," Flynn said. 
The eucharistic prayer vigil

is intended to bring together
communities of people from
all walks of life to pray the
rosary together, Flynn said. 
The Sept. 20 event will in-

clude a Mass to be celebrated
by Archbishop Timothy P.
Broglio of the U.S. Archdio-
cese for the Military Services;
a "global living rosary" and
confession; and several
speakers, including Scott
Hahn, professor of theology
at Franciscan University of
Steubenville, Ohio, and John-
nette Benkovic, founder and
president of the Women of
Grace apostolate. 
"Throughout the country

and overseas ... many groups
are hosting Holy Hours
pledging to pray so many
mysteries of the rosary dur-
ing those nine days and
many are pledging to attend
Holy Hours and pray for our
world," Flynn said. 
Several times throughout

history, she said, prayer and
fasting have influenced
world events. 
She credited this "spiritual

weapon" with setting back
the Soviet Union nuclear
arms program during a pe-

riod of the Cold War. 
Flynn also noted that many

saints were known for their
fasting rituals, including St.
Teresa of Avila and St. Fran-
cis of Assisi. 
"What we say is you can do

more in one day of intense
prayer than in years of dis-
cussion," she said. 
For those who would like

to participate in the cam-
paign but cannot attend the
kickoff in person, Flynn said
there are a number of ways
to get involved, including
taking a pledge to pray, fast
and attend a Holy Hour.
Flynn especially wants fami-
lies to get their children in-
volved as well, she said. 
"I just would encourage

people to take these nine
days and to do something
special in your family," she
said. "I think there are always
different things that people
can come up with to encour-
age our children to start
praying the rosary." 
By participating in the

campaign, Flynn said, she
thinks people will gain a
greater sense of hope that
evil in the world can be
turned around. 
"This really has taken off in

ways that we probably would
never have dreamed of. But
it's wonderful," she said.
"The art of fasting is coming
back with Catholics. They're
seeing the importance of
doing some kind of
penance." 
Flynn said the power of

prayer and fasting is the an-
swer to addressing the prob-
lems of the world, and she
urged Catholics to utilize
"the great treasures that the
Catholic Church has given
us." 

Coalition hopes days of
prayer, fasting will help
bring peace to world 
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OGDENSBURG – Bishop Terry R.
LaValley has approved
changes in the diocesan De-
partment of Christian Forma-
tion which will now have a
new name and a different or-
ganization of its offices and
staff.
Since “faith formation” is

the term currently used in
many parts of the country
for catechetical work, the
diocesan office will now be
known as the Department of
Faith Formation.
After extensive consulta-

tion, the bishop has also ap-
proved the change from
three regions for Christian
Formation to two. The east-
ern region will include Clin-
ton, Essex, Franklin and
Adirondack Deaneries. The
western region will include
St. Lawrence, Jefferson,
Lewis, and Hamilton-
Herkimer Deaneries. 
Pamela Ballantine will be

the eastern regional director
and Deacon Patrick Donohue
the western regional director.
The current three offices will
remain open daily. Deacon
Donohue will divide his time
between the Ogdensburg
and Watertown offices.

From the vicar for education
In an Aug. 26 letter to pas-

tors of the diocese, Msgr.
Robert H. Aucoin, explained
the reasoning behind the
changes:
“For many years, the De-

partment of Christian Forma-
tion (previously the
Department of Religious Ed-
ucation) has staffed three re-
gional offices in Watertown,
Ogdensburg, and Plattsburgh
in addition to the central of-
fice in Ogdensburg. These re-
gional offices began in the
1960's to offer catechetical
services readily and more lo-
cally to the parishes. 
“In those early years, there

was a burgeoning of reli-
gious education materials,
books, films, filmstrips, and
many other teaching re-

sources. These offices
stocked these materials so
that representatives from the
parishes could review them
in contemplation of purchas-
ing them for their own pro-
grams.
“The world of media-cen-

tered materials has changed
dramatically since those
days. Filmstrips are nonex-
istent; inexpensive DVDs
have replaced expensive
16mm films, PowerPoint pre-
sentations are routine, and
the Internet is now the gate-
way to a cornucopia of the
latest of teaching materials
and support information. A
few minutes on the Internet
can gain information that
would have taken hours to
find in the past...
“Each of the three regional

offices has been staffed with
a secretary and a profes-
sional catechist. However,
over time there have been
transformations within the
offices. The Diocesan Direc-
tor of Christian Formation,
St. Joseph Sister Ellen Rose
Coughlin, is also the Superin-
tendent of Catholic Schools.
The Plattsburgh Regional Di-
rector is also charged with
responsibilities in the
Catholic schools. The Og-
densburg Regional Director
also directs the Formation
for Ministry Program. The
Watertown Regional Director
also has had responsibilities
for various diocesan duties.
“The Department of Educa-

tion and the Youth Office will
continue to serve all schools
and parishes in the diocese
in this new structure without
compromising efficiency,”
Msgr. Aucoin said. “Mrs. Bal-
lantine, Deacon Patrick, Dea-
con Brian Dwyer, director of
youth ministry; Karen Don-
ahue, assistant superinten-
dent of schools; and Sister
Ellen Rose commit them-
selves to working with you in
the ministries of schools,
faith formation, formation
for ministry and youth min-
istry.”

Bishop approves
changes in faith
formation office
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS

To think as God thinks requires broad vision
“My thoughts are not your

thoughts, nor are
your ways my
ways”  God tells us..  
Today’s Gospel is

a very good illustra-
tion of this truth.  
If a union boss

were to hear this in
Church this Sunday,
he might have a
stroke!    “Unfair!”,
we cry at the first
hearing.  
Then, as we cool

down and think, we
have to admit that
the landowner has a
point in his defense.  It’s his
money, and he can do what
he wants with it.  
Actually, the grumbling of

those who had worked a full

day was their problem.
They were envious,
and envy is a very
human vice.  
Since it’s a parable

told by Jesus, the
landowner is obvi-
ously God…and
God always wins. 
No, God sees a lot

of things differently
than we do!
Now we really

have to face the les-
son of the day—if
my ways of thinking
and judging are truly
far from the Lord’s

way, then I must have some
adjusting to do!    
Perhaps I need to work

harder in the areas of for-
giveness, mercy, and gen-

erosity, to mention a few.
St. Paul urges the Philippi-
ans today to conduct them-
selves in a way that is
“worthy of the gospel of
Christ”. 
If I’m honest, I have to

admit that I demand apolo-
gies more than I give them.
And I don’t want to be the
one to go first.   
That leads me to harbor

grudges, to make mountains
out of molehills, and so ex-
tend the hurt into months
and years, when I could end
the whole thing quickly by
reconciling immediately.  
How sad to see a son or a

daughter keep their dis-
tance from a dying parent,
even refusing to attend the
funeral!   It happens.

And how many times have
I waited to reconcile until it
was too late?  
The pain and stress on

both parties is so unneces-
sary.  Both are the losers.  
To forgive is to be free,

and to free the other person
as well.  
Once we have reconciled

with a friend who has of-
fended us, or whom we

have offended, we open the
way to form a new and
closer relationship. 
And that could give us

joy for years….instead of
prolonged stress and un-
happiness.
To think as God thinks re-

quires openness and a
broad vision, free of self-
pity and selfish brooding. 
It takes a habit of grati-

tude. 
It means sitting down and

reflecting, “What does God
want me to do in this situa-
tion?   
It takes courage and  hu-

mility and the grace to act
this way. 
It helps if we just ask a

simple question, “What
would Jesus do?” 

Monsignor
Paul E.
Whitmore

The 25th Sunday of the Year
READINGS 
Isaiah 55:6-9

Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a
Matthew 20: 1-16a

SEPT. 21

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- When a
mother has a birthday, chil-
dren send their greetings
and love, so make sure to do
the same thing on the feast
of the Nativity of Mary, Pope
Francis said. 
The liturgical feast day

Sept. 8 "would be her birth-
day. And what do you do
when your mom has a birth-
day? You send her greetings
and best wishes," the pope
said, after praying the An-
gelus with people gathered
in St. Peter's Square Sept. 7. 
The pope asked people to

say "a Hail Mary from the
heart" and to not forget to
tell her "Happy Birthday!" 
Mary has three very impor-

tant lessons for today's
Christians, the pope said in a
written message to Cuban
bishops marking Sept. 8 as
the feast of Our Lady of
Charity of El Cobre, pa-
troness of Cuba. 
He said Mary teaches peo-

ple to experience the joy of
Christ and share it with oth-
ers; to never let adversity

beat you down; and always
help those in need with love
and mercy, he said. 

Be joyful, help others
never give up

The pope said people
should imitate how Mary re-
sponded to God's call with
her same joy, haste and per-
severance, the pope said. 
"Every time I read sacred

Scripture, in the verses that
talk about Our Lady, three
verbs catch my attention,"
the pope said. 
The three kinds of action -

- be joyful, help without hes-
itation and persevere, should
be "put into practice" by all
Catholics, he added. 
Whoever discovers Jesus

will be "filled with an inner
joy so great that nothing and
no one can take it away," he
said. 
With Christ in their lives,

people find the strength and
hope "not to be sad and dis-
couraged, thinking problems
have no solution." 
For the second action, peo-

ple should always rise "in
haste," just like Mary, to help

others in need, he said. 
"Victory is to those who re-

peatedly rise up, without get-
ting discouraged. If we
imitate Mary, we cannot sit
with our arms crossed, just
complaining or perhaps
avoiding any effort so that
others do what is our respon-
sibility," he said. 
Making a difference and

helping others does not have
to be done on a grand scale,
he said, but entails doing
everyday things "with ten-
derness and mercy." 
"The third verb is to perse-

vere," the pope said. 
Mary relied on God and his

goodness for the strength
and courage needed to stay
by Christ's side no matter
what and to encourage his
disciples to do the same. 
"In this world in which

long-lasting values are re-
jected and everything is
changing, in which the dis-
posable triumphs, in which it
seems people are afraid of
life's commitments, the Vir-
gin encourages us to be men
and women who are constant
in their good works, who
keep their word, who are al-
ways faithful," the pope said. 

POPE’S ANGELUS MESSAGE

Three lessons from Mary



By Joseph McAleer 
Catholic News Service 

Flipper's cousin is making
waves again in "Dolphin Tale
2" (Warner Bros.), the dra-
matic follow-up to the 2011
film about the marine mam-
mal with the prosthetic tail. 
Charles Martin Smith re-

turns to direct this family-
friendly film about Winter,
whose real-life triumph over
disability has made her a
symbol of hope to young
and old around the world. 
Winter, for the unfamiliar,

washed up on a Florida
beach, tangled in a fishing
trap. Discovered by young
Sawyer (Nathan Gamble), the
female dolphin was brought
to the Clearwater Marine
Aquarium. Doctors there
were forced to amputate her
severely injured tail, but
Winter was fitted with a
space-age prosthetic, a first. 
We pick up the story a few

years later, and Winter is the
star attraction at Clearwater,
where Sawyer -- now in his
teens -- is a volunteer guide,
along with his pal, Hazel
(Cozi Zuehlsdorff). 

Hazel's dad, Clay (Harry
Connick Jr.), runs the aquar-
ium which is expanding by
leaps and bounds. As such,
he is under heavy pressure
from investors to keep Win-
ter happy and healthy. 
That's easier said than

done. Winter's surrogate
mother, the elderly dolphin
Panama, has died (a fleeting
scene that may upset young
viewers). By law, dolphins in
captivity must live in pairs,
as they crave companion-
ship and social interaction
in the water. 
Spare dolphins are hard to

come by, and without a re-
placement -- and fast -- the
authorities will step in and
transfer Winter to another
aquarium. Winter, moreover,
is in a funk and refusing to
perform, to the dismay of
paying customers. 
Clay must rally the troops,

including his grizzled fa-
ther, Reed (Kris Kristoffer-
son); Sawyer's spunky
mother, Lorraine (Ashley
Judd); and the avuncular Dr.
Cameron McCarthy (Morgan
Freeman), who designed
Winter's new tail. 
Even champion surfer

Bethany Hamilton drops by

to help. Hamilton, who lost
an arm to a shark, was the
subject of another inspira-
tional water-based film,
2011's "Soul Surfer." 
Overall, it's a whale of a

tail - make that, tale - with a
sweet side story of puppy
love, as Hazel admires the
clueless Sawyer, preoccu-
pied by the plight of his
aquatic pal. 
"Dolphin Tale 2" is that

rare Hollywood film: whole-
some and fun for all ages,
with nice messages about
family, responsibility, and
perseverance. 
The Catholic News Service

classification is A-I -- general
patronage. The Motion Pic-
ture Association of America
rating is PG -- parental guid-
ance suggested. Some mate-
rial may not be suitable for
children. 
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AT THE MOVIES

DOLPHIN TALE 2

CNS PHOTO/WARNER BROS.
Cozi Zuehlsdorff, Harry Connick Jr. and Morgan Freeman star in a scene from the movie
"Dolphin Tale 2." 
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By Father William Muench
NCC columnist

“It is so terrible; I can’t be-
lieve that this happened.”

“What can I do to help;
what do you need; can I
make a donation.”

“St. Mary’s is such a great
school; St. Mary’s School is
an important part of our
community.”

As you know, late on a re-
cent Friday night there was
a devastating fire at St.
Mary’s School in Ticon-
deroga.  The fire left St.
Mary’s School a complete
wreck; very little can be
saved.  I traveled up to visit
the sight and it was heart-
breaking. 
I felt so badly for Sister

Sharon Dalton, who has
been principal at St. Mary’s
for 30 years.  In many ways,
it was her building – she
had watched so many
young people move from
Kindergarten to 8th grade.
She had watched as they
moved on to Ticonderoga
High School and had to be
proud as they reached grad-
uation and moved on to col-
lege.  Obviously, the
important thing was the stu-
dents who studied and
graduated from this build-
ing but the building had to
be special to her.
I was deeply impressed

when they told me of the
many, many who had come
forward to offer services
and help to St. Mary’s so
that school could continue
for this year’s students.
These students from pre-K

to eighth grade had just
begun this year’s school
year just two days before.  
Several groups in the vil-

lage offered space for class
rooms.  
After looking them over,

Sister Sharon accepted the
invitation of the Methodist
Church for some of the
grades.  I was so impressed
with the readiness – even
enthusiasm – of the parish-
ioners at the Methodist
Church to be able to help.  

The rest of the students
will be housed in the base-
ment of St. Mary’s Church.
While I was there, there
were many working hard to
make the Church basement
ready to be used as class-
rooms.  They were being di-
rected by the teachers who
were anxiously working
themselves so that they
soon could begin continue
teaching their classes.
At the same time, I saw Fa-

ther Kevin McEwan, the pas-

tor, working tirelessly to de-
termine what the future
would be like for the school
building.  There was so
many possibilities.  I no-
ticed how involved was the
School Education Council,
the Parish Council and Fi-
nance Council.  They were
all ready and most willing to
do their part and to offer
their advice.  I am certain
that they were a constant
source of support and help
to Father Kevin.
On Sunday evenings, the

Methodist Church sponsors
a free supper for the com-
munity.  On that first sup-
per after the fire, their
parish sign board invited
and encouraged all who
were attending to make a
donation to St. Mary’s.  They
sure did; I couldn’t help but
notice that the donation
bucket was quite full.  
As I talked with folks, over

and over they were anxious
to tell me how much they
appreciated St. Mary’s
School. They went on to tell
how impressed they were
with the school and the suc-
cess of the students. 
I am certain that many of

those involved in Catholic
Education in our diocese
have wondered what the
people of their area think
about their school.  Sud-
denly, here in Ticonderoga,

because of this terrible
tragedy,  many people were
speaking out very loudly
about how impressed they
were with St. Mary’s School.  
This is such an interesting

moment: the fire was truly
upsetting and yet it became
a moment when so much
was said about how great St.
Mary’s School is.  So many
were ready to help to do
what they could to make it
possible for St. Mary’s
School to continue because
they realized how special St.
Mary’s School is. 
Prayers are still needed

for the future of St. Mary’s –
prayers for Sister Sharon
and Father Kevin and the
parents of St. Mary’s as they
begin to plan for their fu-
ture. 
The hopes for the future

will be influenced by the
strong support of the peo-
ple of the parish and the
community.  It is great to
listen as I heard so many so
enthusiastic with their
praise of St. Mary’s School.

I am certain that so many
who have been involved in
our Catholic Schools hear
the praise that is being so
openly proclaimed for St.
Mary’s School.  

St. Mary’s School: scene of sorrow and hope

PHOTO BY SR. ELLEN ROSE COUGHLIN
One of the fires was started in the princi-
pal’s desk.

PHOTO BY FR. TIMOTHY CANAAN
Students and staff from Seton Catholic in Plattsburgh load up a U Hall truck and trailer
filled with students and teachers desk as well as numerous school supplies donated by
the community. Catherine Russell, Seton Catholic principal, and St. Joseph Sister Helen
Hermann, Seton Academy principal, delivered the supplies to St. Mary’s in Ticonderoga.

PHOTO BY SR. ELLEN ROSE COUGHLIN
A young volunteer spent her time clean-
ing statues.

Father Muench served as pastor of
St. Mary’s Ticonderoga for 15 years,
from 1996 to 2011. When he
learned of the fire which heavily
damaged the parish school Sept. 5,
he traveled from his current home
to Sackets Harbor to offer support
to his former parishioners.

Editor’s Note

PHOTO FROM ST. MARY’S SCHOOL FACEBOOK PAGE
Father Kevin McEwan, pastor of St. Mary’s Parish in Ticonderoga and St. Joseph Sister
Sharon Anne Dalton, principal, have been encouraged by the tremendous amount of
support they have received after fire destroyed most of St. Mary’s School.

Former Ticonderoga pastor arrives on the scene of destructive school fire



S E P T .  1 7 ,  2 0 1 4
N O R T H  C O U N T R Y  C A T H O L I C diocesan life 3

FOLLOW ME

On Sunday, September
7th, I visited St. Mary’s in
Ticonderoga to offer prayers
and support in light of the
recent fire at the school.  
When I saw the

charred structure,
my heart sank.  I
was greeted by
some parents and
youth who, under
the clear, blue sky,
were cleaning the
soot off student
desks.  
Father Kevin McE-

wan and Sister
Sharon Dalton, SSJ
were over at the
United Methodist
Church with teach-
ers and Education Council
members determining
whether their facilities
would work as interim class-
rooms.  The parish secre-
tary led me over to the
Methodist Church. 
When I arrived, I entered

an environment where I ex-
perienced, first hand, the
lifeline of St. Mary’s School:
love and care flowing from
tender hearts.  
With the blurred vision of

tear-filled eyes, teachers,
students, parents, friends,

staff, Education Council
members, pastor, Sisters all
came together to plan for
tomorrow.  
You remember that St.

Paul used the beau-
tiful image of the
body when referring
to Jesus’ followers.
When one member
of the body suffers,
the whole body suf-
fers.  This image
was a reality unfold-
ing before my eyes.
The United

Methodist Church
of Ticonderoga
made their facilities
available to St.
Mary’s.  They, also,

held a spaghetti dinner that
very evening to benefit the
school.  I learned that an-
other organization was of-
fering chicken wings for
lunch on Sunday with the
proceeds going to the
school.  
Since that day many,

many other acts of kindness
and generosity have been
offered.
I met the Superintendent

of the local public school, a
graduate of St. Mary’s, who
was working to ensure that

the busses would run
smoothly for the students at
this new temporary loca-
tion.
Parents arrived, asking

Father Kevin where they
could place their boxes of
school supplies that they
purchased for the students. 

Courageous, determined
hearts have been kindled to
move forward, one step at a
time, to ensure that our 

children will continue to be
formed in a faith-filled 
setting in Ticonderoga.

Other Sisters of St. Joseph
came to offer their personal
support to Sister Sharon.
Sister Ellen Rose Coughlin,
SSJ, Diocesan Director of
Catholic Education had ar-
rived Saturday, providing
assistance to the school
family.  
Other schools offered to

send textbooks and other
items for the classrooms. 
Monday morning, Jack

Carter, our Diocesan Risk
Manager was on the scene
to begin assessing the dam-

age and consider insurance
questions. 
On Tuesday, Father Kevin

told me: “we have thirty to
forty volunteers who are
doing amazing work” get-
ting the classrooms ready
for the students. It seemed
that the whole community
and beyond was engaged in
supporting St. Mary’s School
at this moment of crisis.  
Under the steady leader-

ship of Father Kevin and Sis-
ter Sharon, the Spirit of God
has been enlivened.  
The fire has not disabled

or deterred the People of
God in Ticonderoga and be-
yond from supporting one
another.  Surely, hearts have
been wounded, but not bro-
ken.  Courageous, deter-
mined hearts have been
kindled to move forward,

one step at a time, to ensure
that our children will con-
tinue to be formed in a
faith-filled setting in Ticon-
deroga.  What a remarkable
witness of loving support
and courageous resolve!  
The members of the Body

of Christ are energized and
engaged, showing us all
what it means to be
“church.” The entire Church
of the North Country ex-
presses our sorrow and soli-
darity with all the folks at
St. Mary’s.  
As a family of faith, we

rely on Jesus’ healing Pres-
ence in the midst of such
heartache.  
Let us all pray that Mary,

the Mother of God and our
mother, will keep all the
people at St. Mary’s in her
tender embrace.

Loving support... courageous resolve

Bishop
Terry R.
LaValley

OGDENSBURG – Bishop Terry R.
LaValley will preside at the
annual diocesan Religious
Jubilee Oct. 12 at 2 p.m. at St.
Mary’s Cathedral.
The jubilee will mark the

opening of the diocesan ob-
servance of the Year of Con-
secrated Life established by
Pope Francis. 
The pope will open the in-

ternational observance on
the first Sunday of Advent
2014 and close it on the
World Day of Consecrated
Life Feb. 2, 2016.
Among the eight jubilari-

ans to be honored Oct. 12 is
Sister Agnes Racette, a Sister
of Charity of St. Louis, who is
observing her 75th year of
religious life. 
A native of Redford, Sister

Agnes now lives at the Ever-
green Nursing Home in
Plattsburgh.
Seven Sisters of St. Joseph

are also observing significant
anniversaries in 2014. 
Sister Mary Christine Tay-

lor, celebrating 65 years of
religious life, continues to
minister on the Akwesasne
Reservation as she has for 42
years.
Sister James Marie Kelly, a

60 year jubilarian, serves as
a junior high religion teacher
at Immaculate Heart Central
School in Watertown.
Five more Sisters of St.

Joseph are celebrating 50
years of religious life:
• Sister Mary Annunciata

Collins, principal of Augus-
tinian Academy in Carthage

• Sister Yvonne Therese
Cusson, parish assistant at
the Catholic Community of
Holy Name and St. Matthew
in AuSable Forks.
• Sister Mary Helen Her-

mann, principal of Seton
Academy in Plattsburgh
• Sister Mary Eamon Lyng,

the major superior of the Sis-
ters of St. Joseph
• Sister Maureen Sweeney,

a native of Ireland who now
serves as pastoral associate
at St. Mary’s and St. Joseph’s
Church in Massena.
Complete biographies of

the jubilarians will appear in
upcoming issues of the
North Country Catholic.
A reception in the Brzana

Hall will follow the Jubilee
Mass.

Religious Jubilee set Oct. 12
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OLA RETREAT
Ellenburg Center – Our Lady of the
Adirondacks House of Prayer to have a
retreat.
Date: Sept. 20
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Speaker: Fr. Jack Downs
Cost: Suggested donation $20
Features: Begin with Mass followed by
talks on suffering, loss, accident, catas-
trophe, and natural disaster.  Lunch.
Contact: RSVP to
olaprayerhouse@gmail.com or 518-594-
3253 by 9/15.  

PARISH MISSION
Lake Placid - St. Agnes in Lake Placid and
St. Brendan's in Keene will be hosting
the renowned Redemptorist preacher Fr.
Eugene O'Reilly.
Date: Sept. 21 to 24
Time: 7 p.m. each night
Place: St. Agnes Church

MOUNTAIN CLIMB AND MASS
Cascade Lakes –St. Agnes and St. Bren-
dan’s will be sponsoring a Mountain
Climb and Mass.
Date: Sept. 28
Time: 11:30 a.m.
Place: Owl’s Head on Route 73
Features: Bring a lunch.

AUTUMN RETREAT
Saranac Lake – An autumn 24 hour re-
treat for adults to be held.
Date: Sept. 19 – 20
Time: 6 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Place: Guggenheim Lodge
Cost: $75 (Limit to 10 participants)
Features: Retreat will include presenta-
tions by Paul Gibaldi, wilderness guide & 
nature  photographer ,and Sister
Bethany Fitzgerald, SSJ,  nature hike in
Lake Placid area, with time for  reflec-
tion, group  prayer,  Father Paul Kelly will
offer Mass on Sat. afternoon.
Contact: Sister Bethany Fitzgerald, SSJ
at srbethssj@gmail.com. or 315-212-
6592.

HARVEST DINNER
Chazy – Sacred Heart Church to have
their Annual Harvest Dinner.
Date: Sept. 28
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Cost: Adults, $9; Children 6-12, $3; 5 and
under, Free; Take-out $9
Features: Chicken and Biscuit dinner
buffet style.  Raffle with dozens of prizes.
Sinners’ Den Pantry.

CDA MEMORIAL MASS
Dannemora - The annual Diocese of Og-
densburg CDA Past Regents Chapter Me-
morial Mass for Deceased CDA Members
and luncheon to be held.
Date: Oct. 4
Time: Mass will begin at 10:30 a.m.;
Roast pork dinner will follow
Place: St. Joseph’s Church
Cost: $14 per person for meal
Features: Bishop LaValley as chief cele-
brant. This event is open to all area
clergy, court chaplains, seminarians, CDA
members and guests-not only past re-
gents. CDA officers are asked to bring
their robes and the Education building
adjacent to the church will be open for
robing for CDA and K of C.  
Contact: Reservations need to be made
with Anna Lucia by Sept 24th by calling
492-7246 or email lmudduck@aol.com.

WALK OF FAITH
Peru - The Catholic Community of St. Au-
gustine’s and St. Patrick’s Parish, The Peru
Community Church, Catholic Daughters
of the Americas, Court St. Monica 2598
and Knights of Columbus Council 7273
are holding the 8th annual Walk of Faith
and Pulled Pork dinner.
Date: Oct. 12
Time: Early registration begins at 11:45
a.m.  Opening Ceremony begins at 12:30
PM.; Pulled Pork dinner, 12:20 p.m. to 3
Place: Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine be-
hind St. Augustine’s Church.
Cost: The walk is free, donations ac-
cepted.  Pulled pork dinner, Non walkers,
$8; Walkers, $6; Children under 12 non
walkers, $4, walkers, $3

Features: Proceeds from this event will
go The North Country Mission of Hope
and The Jamaica Project.
Contact: Christa Reyell at 566-6404

TENT SALE
Peru – St. Vincent de Paul will hold a
tent sale of fall and winter clothing.
Schedule:Sept. 18, 7 p.m. to 9; Sept. 20
to 21, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Contact:  Jean Ryan at 518-643-9386 

HARVEST DINNER
Elizabethtown – St. Elizabeth’s will have
a harvest dinner featuring roast beef.
Date: Oct. 5
Time: 2 p.m. to 6
Place: Parish Hall
Cost: Adults, $9; Children 5-12, $5;
under 5, Free

SQUARE DANCE CLUB
Brushton – The Square ‘M Up Modern
Square Dance Club invites dancers
Date: Sept. 15
Time: 6:30 p.m. to 8
Place: St. Mary’s Parish Center.
Features: All ages, Couples & Singles,
Beginners & Experienced.   
Contacts: 518-529-7726 or 315-250-
1904 

FALL FESTIVAL
Bombay – St. Joseph’s will be having
their 23rd annual fall festival dinner.
Date: Oct. 5
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Place: Parish Hall

Cost: Adults, $9; Children under 12, $4;
under 5, Free
Features: Baked ham and sides.  Take-
outs available.

ROSARY CRUSADE
Malone –  The 2014 Public Square
Rosary Crusade has been planned.
Date: Oct. 11
Time: Noon
Place: St. Joseph’s Church
Features: America is at a historic cross-
road. Secularists are trying to push God
from the public square.  They reject His
beneficial action upon society.  But with-
out God, where will our leaders get the
wisdom to solve the great problems we
face?  We must stop the secularist ad-
vance and pray to God for help.  He will
hear us if we pray through the interces-
sion of His Blessed Mother.  
Contact: Elaine McGivney at 518-529-

6133

HAM DINNER
Constable – The Catholic Community of
Constable, Westville and Trout River are
planning a ham dinner
Date: Sept. 20
Time: 4 p.m. to 7
Place: St. Francis Church
Cost: Adults, $10; age 12 and under, $5

SPAGHETTI SUPPER
Watertown – The Altar Rosary Society
will be having a spaghetti supper.
Date: Sept. 25
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 7 
Place: St. Anthony’s, Msgr. Sechi Hall
Cost: Adults, $8; Children, $4.50; under
3, Free; Sauce, $5 per quart; Meatballs,
$.75 each
Features: Take-outs begin at 4 p.m.,
please bring your own containers

BEREAVEMENT MEETING
Watertown – There will be a bereave-
ment meeting.
Date: Sept. 22
Time: 7 p.m. 
Place: Hearthside Hospitality Center at
the Sisters of St. Joseph
Speaker: Mr. Derek Mattarn, Bereave-
ment Coordinator/Councilor at Hospice
of Jefferson County. His topic will be
"Coping Skills for Dealing with Grief".

HOLY HOUR
Henderson – A parish holy hour is set
Date: Sept. 25 
Time: 5: 30
Place: Queen of Heaven Church

SPAGHETTI DINNER
Lyons Falls – Spaghetti dinner to be held
to benefit St. John’s fuel fund.
Date: Sept. 16
Time: 5 p.m.
Place: St. John’s Church Hall
Cost: $8; Adults, $4; under 5, Free
Contact: Take-outs available by calling
348-6738

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Lowville – Lewis Eucharistic Adoration
to be held.
Date: Sept. 18
Time: 3 p.m. to 6
Place: St. Peter’s Church
Features:   Exposition, the Divine Mercy
Chaplet, silent adoration (3:30 p.m. to
5:30), the Luminous Mysteries of the
Holy Rosary, and the Benediction.

TURKEY DINNER
Copenhagen – St. Mary’s Parish will hold
its annual Turkey Dinner.
Place:  Fire Hall – Copenhagen
Date: Oct. 2
Time: 4:30 p.m.
Cost: Adults & all take outs $8: Children
6-12 $4.50: Children 5 & under free
Features:  Bazaar, Bake Sale & Raffle 

LASAGNA DINNER
Heuvelton – The annual St. Raphael’s
Lasagna Dinner to be held.
Date: Sept. 24
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 7
Place: Heuvelton Central School
Cost: Adults, $7; Senior Citizens (over 65),
$6; Children 6-12, $5; under 6, Free
Features: Proceeds from the meal will
be donated to a charitable purpose.
Lasagna is prepared by Theresa Smith’s
Culinary Arts Class. Take-outs will be
available.  Please call St. Raphael’s Rec-
tory at 344-2383 on Sept. 24 between
noon and 3 p.m. for your takeout order.

LIFECHAIN IN POTSDAM
Potsdam– Lifechain to be held.
Date: Oct. 5
Time: 2 p.m. to 3:30 (gather at 1:45 in
the parking lot across from the Roxy
Theater to pick up signs)
Place: Market & Main Streets
Features: You'll be a light in a darkened
world as you help put an end to abortion
through prayer!  Rain or shine!
Contact: Dan Paladin & Chris LaRose
daniel.paladin@gmail.com
clarose@twcny.rr.com

CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE

The North County Catholicwelcomes contributions to “Around the Diocese”. 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669; fax, 1-866-314-7296;
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.

Items must be received in the NCCoffice by the Thursday before publication.
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OBITUARIES
Champlain – Robert Hoyle Favro Sr., 82;
Funeral Services Sept. 6, 2014 at St.
Mary’s Church; burial in parish cemetery.

Croghan - Eugene P. Demo, 81; Funeral
Services Sept. 8, 2014 a St. Stephen's
Church; burial in St. Stephen's Cemetery.

Dannemora – Rita Gregory Buckley, 84;
Funeral 
Sept. 8, 2014 at St. Joseph’s Church; bur-
ial in parish cemetery.

Hogansburg - John A. "Sweets" Thomp-
son, 51; Funeral Services Sept. 10, 2014 at
St. Regis Church.

Louisville - Marie Olivine “Ollie” (Paige)
St. Thomas, 86; Funeral Services Sept. 15,
2014 at St. Lawrence Church; burial in
parish cemetery.

Malone – Madeline (LaRocque) Burton,
94; Funeral Services Sept. 19, 2014 at St.
Joseph’s Church; burial in Notre Dame
Cemetery.

Mineville – Helen A. (Zelinski) Harvish,
93; Funeral Services Sept. 10, 2014 at All
Saints Church.

Ogdensburg - Lawrence "Larry" Denny,
84; Funeral Services Sept. 8, 2014 at
Notre Dame Church; burial in Foxwood
Memorial Park.

Ogdensburg - John Clark Sansoucy, 79;
Funeral Services Sept. 9, 2014 at St.
Mary's Cathedral; burial in St. Mary's
Cemetery.

Ogdensburg - Chester E. Spaman, 89; Fu-
neral Services Sept. 8, 2014 at Notre
Dame Church; burial in Foxwood Memo-
rial Park.

Peru – Ruth Mary (Jones) Dumas, 77; Fu-
neral Services Sept. 13, 2014 at St. Au-
gustine’s Church.

Plattsburgh – Maria Ann Judge, 65; Fu-

neral Services Sept. 11, 2014 at St. Peter’s
Church; burial in Mt. Carmel Cemetery.

Plattsburgh – Jeannette A. (Rabideau)
Reeves, 92; Funeral Services Sept. 14,
2014 at St. John’s Church; burial in Mt.
Carmel Cemetery.

Potsdam - June (Barnum) Broughton, 89;
Funeral  Sept. 10, 2014 at St. Mary's
Church; burial in St. Mary's Cemetery.

Potsdam - J. Conrad "Con" Elliott, 85; Fu-
neral Services Sept. 9, 2014 at St. Mary's
Church.

Star Lake - William E. LaTray, Sr., 79; Fu-
neral Services Sept. 11, 2014 at St. Hu-
bert's Church; burial in St. Hubert's
Cemetery.

Ticonderoga – Ronald Lloyd Hughes, 75;
Funeral Services Sept. 13, 2014 at St.
Mary’s Church; burial in Valley View

Cemetery.

Watertown - Carmen R. "Toot" Carbone,
89; Funeral Services Sept. 22, 2014 at St.
Anthony's Church; burial in Glenwood
Mausoleum.

Watertown - Mary Margaret Burns Kelly,
88; Funeral Sept. 8, 2014 at Holy Family
Church; burial in Glenwood Cemetery.

The Pontifical Mission Societies of the
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sr. Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
mbrett@rcdony.org

By Molly Ryan
Diocesan Mission Office

Words you maybe cannot bear to hear.  The words we
sometimes do not want to hear – that summer is over and
Fall is here.  But as with all things, they do come to an end.
Some feel that Fall brings many wonderful things to us all:
the harvest, colorful leaves in the Adirondacks and pump-
kins to be carved.  From our standpoint in the Society for
the Propagation of the faith, the fall brings us our special
day: World Mission Sunday.  
World Mission Sunday, organized by the Propagation of

the Faith, is a day set aside for Catholics worldwide to
recommit themselves to the Church's missionary activity
through prayer and sacrifice. In 2014, World Mission Sun-
day is celebrated on October 19th.  World Mission Sunday is
a national collection conducted in every church each Octo-
ber.  Here is where World Mission Sunday helps out:  with
the growing number of new dioceses forming in the Mission
lands, with the new seminaries opening where growing
numbers of young men hearing Christ's call,  in areas dev-
astated by war or disaster being rebuilt, and areas formerly
oppressed that are now able to hear the message of Christ ‘s
Church.  This is why the involvement and commitment of
Catholics from around the world is so urgently needed.
So remember as we head into the season of Fall, that it’s a

part of the cycle of life.  Winter will come and it will be cold
and snowy.  With winter, comes the joy and beauty of the
season of Advent and Christmas.  And before you know it,
spring will lead to more lazy days of summer once again.
Until then, there is much work to be done, much prayer and
sacrifice to be made and mostly, much gratitude to be
shown to our Lord.  The Mission World needs our help to
get them through their developing years that lie ahead.
Please keep the Mission World in your prayers.  There is so
much bad news from there lately.  God Bless!

What Fall brings

Please remember “The Society for the Propagation of the Faith”
when writing or changing your Will.
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When Sister Ellen Rose
Coughlin, the diocesan super-
intendent of schools, arrived in
Ticonderoga less than
24 hours after fire de-
stroyed the village’s
beloved Catholic
school, she came upon
a crime scene. 
Investigators from as

far as Albany were
working hard to deter-
mine exactly what had
happened.
Over the next couple

of days, the scene be-
came one of determina-
tion and hope. 
Father Kevin McEwan,

the pastor; and Sister Sharon
Anne Dalton, the principal,
were already looking ahead to
the future, committed to get-
ting their students back to

school as safely and as quickly
as possible.
They didn’t have to ask for

help before it came
flooding in – truckloads
of supplies from Seton
Catholic in Plattsburgh,
classroom space from
the Methodists, volun-
teers from every corner
of Ticonderoga,
prayers, money and of-
fers of assistance from
places near and far.
A week after the

tragedy, teachers were
setting up their class-
rooms – at the First
United Methodist

Church for pre-k through
fourth grade and in the base-
ment of St. Mary’s Church for
grades five through eight. 
We can only imagine the

heartache these teachers have
been experiencing over the
past week and a half. They had
to wonder if all the dreams
they had had for their students
for the coming school year
went up in smoke right along
with the building.
Sister Ellen Rose came back

to Ogdensburg with an eyewit-
ness report of the amazing
work that had been accom-
plished to create nine func-
tional classrooms in just a
couple of days.
With support from hundreds

of volunteers, the children of
St. Mary’s were back at new
desks this past Monday.
With prayers from us all,

they will each move through a
successful year of learning.
During the days that Sister

Ellen Rose spent in Ticon-

deroga she took photographs
that provide an illustration of
what the parishioners of St.
Mary’s have been experiencing:
the charred remains of three
classrooms and a principal’s of-
fice, the work of the volunteers
and the smiling faces of chil-
dren who gathered for a spe-
cial Mass last weekend.
But, one special picture told

the story of St. Mary’s School in
just a couple of words. At the
entrance of the school was a
message of welcome: When
you Enter this Loving school,
Consider yourself One of the
Members of an Extraordinary
family.
I’m sure this was true on the

first day of the school year and
I’m absolutely positive that it
was true on the second first
day of the year!

“Blessed are the meek, for
they will inherit the land.”
Jesus blesses the meek and

says the way to happiness is
meekness.  Actually, this will
seem rather curious to many.
In our day, the idea of meek-
ness seems to be a bit nega-
tive.  We live in a very violent
time.  Today, there are wars –
too many wars throughout our
world.  War is about being
bold, aggressive and violent,
not being meek.
I remember only too well as a

youth that sports were an im-
portant part of my life.  I was
taught to be challenging and
courageous, certainly, not to be
meek.  
Then I discovered Jesus

teaching that those who were
searching for holiness and hap-
piness should be meek.
So, what is Jesus talking

about?  What is this meekness?
Meekness is being humble, pa-
tient, even docile – even in the
face of provocation from oth-
ers.  The best model and exam-
ple of this meekness is Jesus,
himself.  Jesus came to this
earth to be one of us to teach
us of God’s great love for us, to
lead us to live in the spirit of

that love.  For us, the two great
commandments are to love
God above all things and love
our neighbor as oneself.
To demonstrate God’s great

love for us, Jesus lived among
us, suffered for us and died for
us on the cross.  Jesus ac-
cepted these sufferings and
torturous death meekly.  He
did not react with violence; he
went to the cross humbly and
meekly.  As followers of Jesus,
we have not forgotten the
meekness of Jesus.  His exam-
ple, his meekness at his cruci-
fixion, his message has
profoundly influenced this
whole world of ours.
The interesting thing is how

much the meek have pro-
foundly influenced so much of
the world.  This world has been
led so often and so well by the
meek and the non-violent who
have showed that there is a

better way.  I am thinking of
forceful leaders like Ghandi
and Martin Luther King, Jr., and
I would like to add Pope John
XXIII, who quietly and calmly
touched so many. 
I would also like to add an

example I recognized recently.
Last week I visited Ticon-

deroga to see the damage
caused by the fire at St. Mary’s
School.  Immediately, I noticed
the activity of the teachers and
the parents of the students, as
well as numerous volunteers,
all under the direction of Sister
Sharon and Father McEwan.
They were working together to
prepare the places for class-
rooms to replace the ruined
ones.  Their spirt was very evi-
dent – lots of life and spirit.
I remember well that there

was no anger, no negativity, no
mulling over the unhappy de-
tails of the night of the fire.
There was instead a humble ac-
ceptance, a meek readiness
that said “we have a task and it
has to be done now.”  
And the spirit was conta-

gious. Each new volunteer
seemed to catch it.
I have seen this kind of

meekness often.  Remember

the definition: meekness is pa-
tience and docility in the face
of provocation.  I have found
this quality in many wonderful
people in the parishes where I
was assigned.  When there was
a problem, a challenge, even a
tragedy, the ones who were
best to turn to were the
“meek.”  
They responded with pa-

tience and calmly solved the
situation.  There was a
strength in their meekness.
Jesus says the meek will in-

herit the land.  They are the
ones who know how to make
this world a better place.
I must admit that being a

meek person is not easy.  Too
many times I have found my-
self react to a situation with
anger; I want to say something
that would hurt.  Every time
that I took recourse to this
anger I ended up hurting my-
self and hurting others.  
So, how to develop this Jesus

like quality of meekness?
There is no doubt that it must
be through prayer. Only
through prayer will we be
united in spirit and love with
our Savior, Jesus and discover
his loving way of meekness.  
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14
HARVEST WALK/RUN
Ogdensburg –  Annual Harvest
Walk/Run to be held.
Date: Oct. 5
Time: Registration 12 p.m.; Walk , 1 p.m.
Place: Dobisky Center
Features: Sponsor sheets available at

Catholic Charities, 716 Caroline St,  or the
Neighborhood Center/City Hall
Contact: 315-393-2255

MUSICAL PARISH MISSION
Potsdam/Colton- St. Patrick’s Church in
Colton and St. Mary’s Church in Potsdam
will be hosting a 3-day mission with the
theme “Come closer to a loving God.”
Dates: Oct. 6-8
Schedule:  9 a.m. and St. Patrick’s; 6:30

p.m. at St. Mary’s.
Features: Donna Cori Gibson, a Catholic
singer and evangelist, will lead the con-
cert series. She has been sharing her
songs, sung prayers and meditations for
18 years in Catholic churches, prayer
groups and on TV. Free music downloads,
samples and videos are available at
www.DonnaCoriGibson.com

RUMMAGE SALE
Canton – St. Mary’s School is having a
rummage sale.
Schedule: Oct. 10, at 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.,

and Bag Sale, Oct. 11, at 8 a.m. to 11

CABBAGE ROLL SALE
Norwood - The Norwood Knights of
Columbus Council 2309 will be having a
cabbage roll sale (take-out only).
Date: Sept. 20
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Place: St. Andrew’s Church Hall
Cost: $3 each
Contact: Pre-sale orders 353-2796 (Jim

Murray) or 353-8821 (Mark Tebo) or 353
9917 (Phil Regan)  

RUMMAGE SALE
Norfolk – Rummage sale to be held to
benefit Altar Rosary Society.
Date: Sept. 25 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sept. 26

9 a.m. to noon
Place: Church of the Visitation in parish

center behind church

LEADERSHIP WEEKEND
Saranac Lake -The annual leadership
weekend for high schoolers is set

Date: Oct. 3-5                        
Place: Guggenheim
Cost: $40
Features: The weekend will consist of

leadership building and helping teens to
take active roles in their parishes.
Contact: Deacon Brian Dwyer at bd-

wyer@rcdony.org or visit
www.rcdony.org/Youth

RELIGIOUS JUBILEE
Ogdensburg - The Diocese of Ogdens-
burg invite you to participate in a Eu-
charistic Celebration of the Diocesan
Jubilee 2014 & Opening Event for Year of
Consecrated Life.
Date: Oct. 12
Time: 2 p.m.
Place: St. Mary’s Cathedral
Features: Bishop Terry R. LaValley will

be the celebrant.  Reception in Brzana
Hall.

CATHOLIC SCOUT RETREAT
Malone – Scouts and scouters  of all
faiths are invited to the Catholic Scout
Retreat.
Date: Oct. 19
Schedule: 9 a.m., Retreat at Holy Family

School; 11 a.m., Mass at Notre Dame
Church
Features: Learn the skills of the game

from an Olympic Curling Coach on Oct.
18 and on Oct. 19 work on a community
service project, explore the type of voca-
tions people can live their faith through,
meals are provided with a patch for the
registration fee.  It is possible to camp
out on October 18th  – tentatively Jam-
boree on the Air, group Rosary, and a
Campfire program will be provided.
Contact: Scott Quinell at 315-261-4154

or quinells@canton.edu.

MARRIAGE JUBILEE
Ogdensburg – Diocesan Celebration of
Marriage, “A time to gather and cele-
brate marriage with Bishop Terry R.
LaValley”.
Date: Sept. 21
Time: 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 
Place: St. Mary’s Cathedral
Features: All couples and their families

are welcome.

HARVEST MASS
Mooers Forks – Bishop Terry R. LaValley
invites you to join him for our annual
Harvest Mass of Thanksgiving.
Date: Sept. 28
Time: 2 p.m.
Place: St. Ann’s Church
Features: Dedicated to farmers, their

families  and their co-workers

ST. LAWRENCE

DIOCESAN EVENTS

Around

The St. James/St. Ann's "Third Annual Summer Heat" tournament took place July 26
as72 golfers played the Lake Pleasant Golf Course.The event raised $4400 to benefit
residents in the Piseco, Speculator, Lake Pleasant and Wells communities in need of as-
sistance with heating expenses this winter.  Last year's event helped 13 families. The
winning team was Kristy and Willie Wilt, Mike O'Rourke, and Ed Merando., shown
above. The tournament sponsors wereJ & R Eldredge, Alicia C. Miller Real Estate, Specu-
lator Spirits, Inc, G.A Bove Fuels, The Inn at Speculator, Northway Golf Center, and Steet
Toyota. Ayone interested in making a contribution to this event can mail checks to the
St. James Rectory, PO Box 214, Speculator, NY.  , 12164. To recommend  a friend or
neighbor in need of assistance, contact Father Sony Pulickal at the St. James Rectory,
518-548-6275.
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Christians called to give

CNS PHOTO/GIANCARLO GIULIANI ,
CATHOLIC PRESS PHOTO)
Pope Paul VI greets the crowd as he
visits the parish of Jesus the Divine
Master in Rome April 2, 1972. Pope
Francis will beatify Pope Paul Oct. 19
during the closing Mass of the ex-
traordinary Synod of Bishops on the
Family. 

Fourth through sixth grade students at Trinity Catholic School in Massena sent prayers to their sister diocesan school, St. Mary’s
in Ticonderoga, after the school burned earlier this month.  The group posted this picture on Facebook to help their friends
know they were being thought about during their time of suffering. This week’s NCC features reflections on the fire and its af-
termath by Bishop LaValley and Father William Muench, a former pastor.

This year’s celebration marks the

opening of diocesan observance

of the Year of Consecrated Life

Bishop Terry R. LaValley
has approved changes in the
diocesan Department of
Christian Formation which
will have a new name. The
diocesan office will now be
known as the Department of
Faith Formation.
The bishop has also ap-

proved the change from
three regions for Christian
Formation to two. The east-
ern region will include Clin-
ton, Essex, Franklin and
Adirondack Deaneries. The
western region will include
St. Lawrence, Jefferson,
Lewis, and Hamilton-
Herkimer Deaneries.

FULL STORY, PAGE 5

FULL STORY, PAGE 3

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - Christians are
called to help those who
have nothing to give and
love those who don't love
back, Pope Francis said. 
Salvation and changing the

world for the better require
"doing good to those who
aren't able to repay us, just

like the Father did with us,
giving us Jesus," the pope
said at his weekly general au-
dience in St. Peter's Square
Sept 10. 
"How much have we paid

for our redemption? Nothing!
It was all free! So do good
without expecting something

in return. Just as the father
did with us, we have to do
the same, he said. 
“Do good and keep going!

It's not enough to love the
one who loves us. It's not
enough to do good to those
who help us." People are
called not to be self-centered,

but to model themselves
after Jesus' gratuitous love,
he said. 
The pope continued a se-

ries of talks on the nature of
the Catholic Church, focus-
ing on "the church as a
mother who teaches us the
works of mercy." 


